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A MESSAGE FROM THE CONFERENCE EXECUTIVE

It is our pleasure to welcome you to the Investment and Citizenship: Towards a Transdisciplinary
Dialogue on Child and Youth Rights Conference. This conference has been in the planning
stages for two years and we are very gratified by the response that it has garnered both nationally
and internationally. When we began the process of planning the conference, we all wanted a
forum that brought individuals from multiple disciplines and walks of life together to discuss
issues around the rights of children and young people. We were also determined to have a youth
component that would facilitate youth participation in meaningful ways.

We started planning the conference without any funds and are grateful to Dean Siegel who was
the first to provide much needed financial assistance for the conference. Determination and
perseverance in the face of multiple challenges has served to unite us as a conference executive.
Each of us has his/her own perspective on the rights of children and young people and our own
disciplinary background. Together, we negotiated these perspectives and backgrounds to create a
forum that would foster continuing dialogue about the multiple perspectives on the rights of
children and young people.

Following our pre-conference events featuring Stephen Lewis, we have three full and exciting
days ahead of us to explore different aspects of child and youth rights from multiple
perspectives. We are very excited about this program and looking forward to spending these
three days immersed in the transdisciplinarity represented at the conference. As this conference
has attracted participation from many different countries and disciplines, we ask each of you to
be understanding of the variations in presentation styles. Everyone at the conference has a
message to share and we all need to be open to the way that message is expressed.

One of the greatest challenges that we faced in planning this conference has been facilitating the
participation of young people. In consultation with the young people who responded to our
invitation, we have developed a youth program as part of the conference. The young people will
enjoy the freedom of moving between their own program and the more formal sessions of the
main conference program. We would ask that you respect the privacy of the young people and
not attend events listed in the youth program unless specifically invited to do so. The young
people will be presenting in the main conference program during the last day of the conference.
Some of the events listed in the youth program are specifically for the youth and others are times
when the young people will be preparing their presentations. We are very excited about both the
youth program and the participation of young people in multiple aspects of the conference.
Please note that in order to support youth participation, we have opted to direct as much of the
funding to the youth program as possible. We opted out of glossy brochures, conference bags,
notepads, and the other accessories associated with conferences so that we could invest in young
people.

We challenge you to engage in the issues in new ways, meet new people, and actively listen to
everything that the various voices have to say. Strive to develop a deeper understanding of the
rights of children and young people by exploring the issues from a new perspective and enjoy
everything that the conference has to offer.

Thank you for taking the time to recognize the importance of these issues.
The Conference Executive: Dawn Zinga, Richard Mitchell & Tom O’Neill
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CONFERENCE PROGRAM

Tuesday July 18, 2006

Registration
Poster Session
Opening Ceremony

Plenary Session A
Ms. Sara Kendall, “A People’s Project”

Social Hour
Conference Dinner
Featuring
Mr. Stephen Lewis
(Ticketed Event)

Book Signing

Academic South Hallway

Academic South Hallway

Courtyard

AS203

Lowenberger

Lowenberger

Lowenberger

12:00 — 4:00
12:00 — 2:00
2:00-3:00
3:00 —4:15
4:45 - 5:45
6:00 —-9:00
9:00 - 10:00
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CONFERENCE PROGRAM
Wednesday July 19, 2006
Registration Academic South Hallway 8:00 —9:00
Breakfast Academic South Hallway 8:00 —9:00
Opening Remarks Academic South 203 9:00 - 9:15
Plenary Session B Academic South 203 9:15-11:20

Ms. Cindy Blackstock
Professor Erica Burman

Lunch DeCew Residence 11:30 - 12:45
Parallel Session A 1:00 —2:30
Workshop 1 - From Advocacy to participation to citizenship: Youth in secure custody as citizens
Academic South 215
Workshop 2 — Meaningful Participation of Youth: An Introduction
Academic South 216
Workshop 3 - Rights Of Children And Youth As Individuals Separate From The
Status Of Parents And Legal Guardians
Academic South 217
Workshop 4 - 'The Arms You Fancy, Sir, Are But Their Sails": Applications Of
The Dramatherapy Group Method Of Facilitation With Children And Young
People
Academic South 202
Nutrition and Networking Break (Academic South Hallway) 2:30-3:00
Parallel Session B 3:15-5:15
Symposium 1 - Perspectives on Children and Young People’s
Rights in Civil and Criminal Courts
Academic South 215
Symposium 2 - Children’s Rights in Health and Socio-Economic Contexts
Academic South 216
Symposium 3 - Theorizing about the Rights of Children and Young People
Academic South 217
Symposium 4 — Child and Youth Rights: Challenging the Medical Model
Academic South 202
Symposium 18 — Children’s Protection & Participation in Domestic Law: Educational
Implications
Academic South 203
Keynote Address Academic South 203 5:30 - 7:30

Professor Jaap Doek
The Honourable Landon Pearson
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Thursday July 20, 2006
Breakfast Academic South Hallway 8:00 —9:00
Plenary Session C Academic South 203 9:00-11:00

Dr. John Davis
Mr. Luke Melchior

DeCew Residence 11:15-12:15

Parallel Session C 12:30 — 2:30

Symposium 5 - International Perspectives And Progress On Child And Youth Rights
Academic South 215

Symposium 6 - Newcomer and Refugee Youth Issues
Academic South 216

Symposium 7 - The Participation Rights Of Vulnerable Children And Youth
Academic South 217

Symposium 8 - School Conduct and Bullying
Academic South 202

Nutrition and Networking Break (Academic South Hallway) 2:30—-2:45

Parallel Session D 2:45 —4:45

Symposium 9 - Children’s Inclusion in Education
Academic South 215

Symposium 10 - The Rights Of Children And Youth In Legal Contexts
Academic South 216

Symposium 11 - Monitoring and Researching the Rights of Children and Young People
Academic South 217

Symposium 12 — Participation Rights: Child Labour and Street Children
Academic South 202

Optional Film Viewing 5:30-7:30

Exilados do Mundao/Exiles from the World (Brazil)
Socioeconomic Factors Contributing to Girl Child Abuse (Botswana)
Academic South 202

Tour of Niagara Falls 5:30-10:30

(Ticketed Event)
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Friday July 21, 2006
Breakfast
Opening Remarks

Plenary Session D
Michael Freeman

Youth Presentation
Lunch

Parallel Session E
Workshop 5 — UNCRC for Beginners
Academic South 215

Academic South Hallway
Academic South 203

Academic South 203

Academic South 203

DeCew Residence

8:00 —9:00
9:00 - 9:15
9:15-10:15
10:15 - 11:15
11:30 — 12:45
1:00 —2:30

Workshop 6 — Rights 2 Success: A Community-Based Model of Rights Education for Young

People in Care and At Risk
Academic South 216

Workshop 7 — Taking a Children’s Right Approach to Education

Academic South 217

Symposium 13 - The Rights of Children and Youth in Families and in Care

Academic South 202

Nutrition and Networking Break (Academic South Hallway)

Parallel Session F

2:30 —2:45

2:45 - 4:45

Symposium 14 — The Rights of the Child: The Importance of Children’s Views for Research,

Theory and Practice
Academic South 215

Symposium 15 — Children and Youth in Conflict

Academic South 216

Symposium 16 — Children and Young People’s Agency in Politics and Policy

Academic South 217

Symposium 17 - Theorizing about Children and Young People’s Participatory Rights

Academic South 202

Youth Panel
Ontario Youth Advocate’s Office

Closing Ceremony
Professor Jaap Doek
The Honourable Landon Pearson

AS203

AS203

5:00 - 6:00

6:15 - 7:00
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

Professor Jaap E. Doek, Chairperson of the United Nations Committee on the Rights of the
Child

Jaap Doek is a family and juvenile law professor and former Dean of the Law Faculty at the
Vrije Universiteit in Amsterdam. Currently he is a Deputy Justice in the Court of Appeal of
Amsterdam and he has been a juvenile court judge in the district court of Alkmaar and the Hague
(1978-1985). Since May 2001, Professor Doek has been the Chairperson of the UN Committee
on the Rights of the Child. He has been a founding member, President and Vice-President of the
International Society for the Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect for developing countries,
and was involved in the establishment of the African Network for Prevention and Protection of
Child Abuse and Neglect. Professor Doek was also involved in the creation of Defence for
Children International. He has published numerous books and articles on children’s rights and
family law in national and international journals and has been a visiting scholar at Georgetown
University Law School, the Michigan University School of Law, and at Northwestern University
School of Law in Chicago.

His keynote address will focus on the implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of the
Child, specifically in terms of the need for a multidisciplinary approach. The CRC Committee
examines the implementation of the CRC in 192 countries. In that examination there is on the
one hand the need for an assessment of the extent to which the States meet their legal obligation.
But on the other hand those obligations are closely linked to psychological, social, sociological,
cultural and other dimensions of the reality of children. In this presentation I will elaborate on
the experiences of the committee, the tensions which exist between the legal and other aspects of
the implementation of the CRC and the possible approaches for solving these tensions via
interalia a transdisciplinary dialogue in which children and youth should participate as active as
possible.

The Honourable Landon Pearson

The Honourable Landon Pearson is an advocate on behalf of children around the world. She was
appointed to the Senate of Canada from 1994 to 2005; made Advisor on Children’s Rights to the
Minister of Foreign Affairs in May 1996; co-chaired the Special House Joint Committee on
Child Custody and Access in 1997-98; named Personal Representative of Prime Minister Jean
Chrétien to the 2002 Special Session on Children of the United Nations General Assembly in
June 1999; guided the preparation on A Canada Fit for Children, Canada’s National Action Plan
for Children; named deputy chair of the Standing Senate Committee on Human Rights
authorized to examine and report upon Canada’s international obligations in regard to the rights
and freedoms of children in 2005; appointed adjunct professor in the Pauline Jewett Institute of
Women’s Studies and associate of The Landon Pearson Centre for the Studies of Childhood and
Children’s Rights at Carleton University in January 2006. She is currently engaged in work on
behalf of children at home and abroad; children in poverty; early childhood development; youth
justice; child labour; commercial sexually exploited children; children affected by war;
HIV/AIDS affected children and families; and malnutrition as well as other conditions that
deprive them of a normal childhood of health and education, possibly of life itself.

Her keynote address will focus on how to promote the CRC as well as reflecting upon the past,
present and future of the CRC in Canadian contexts.
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PLENARY SESSIONS

Plenary Session A

Sara Kendall
A People’s Project: The Vancouver Child and Youth Rights-Based Monitoring Initiative.

This presentation, lead by youth facilitator and project coordinator Sara Kendall, will explain the
process, content, findings and aftermath of the first youth-lead rights monitoring initiative in
Canada. A People’s Project was a city wide project involving rights-monitoring workshop
design, human rights and facilitation training, community-based youth-lead workshops, and the
recording and reporting of rights violations, rights supports and the visions of young people. The
project was a partnership of the (recently cut) Vancouver Child and Youth Advocate and the
Society for Children and Youth of BC. This presentation will be creatively engaging, accessible
to academics and youth alike, and absolutely relevant to linking the UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child to lived realities and addressing the most critical issues facing young people
today.

Plenary Session B

Cindy Blackstock
Dreamcatcher

When South African’s called out to end Apartheid — Canada was there. When peacekeepers were
needed in places around the world — Canada has been there. When the US closed the border to
Canadian beef — Canada was there. So how is it that First Nations children, who’s ancestors
were the first caretakers of this land, experience pervasive ad persistent rights violations to a
degree not experienced by other Canadian children and Canada is largely not there — nor are
most Canadians? Even when the risks are known, the solutions are developed and the resources
are available — too often the response by governments and by most Canadians has been to simply
stand still or to move ever so slightly. It is as if the extraordinary risks facing First Nations
Children have become normalized — a continuing pattern of oppression and marginalization that
dates back prior to confederation. When having the knowledge, values and resources to act is
not enough to promote responsible actions we must look to our own ways of knowing each other,
valuing each other and relating to each other to see if it is here that allows Canada to stand still.
Reconciliation is the acknowledgement of these relationships, the learning from these
relationships and reshaping of our values and beliefs of one another to create a world where a
violation of any child’s rights in an affront to us all. It is the necessary precursor to ensuring that
when a child’s rights are violated in Canada — all Canadians will be there.
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Erica Burman
Beyond ‘Women vs. Children’ or ‘Women and Children’: Engendering Childhood and
Reformulating Motherhood

The child rights movement has typically fallen foul of both feminists and antifeminists in its
renderings of the relations between women and children. This paper attempts to move the debate
forward to consider the relations between women’s rights and children’s rights as neither
adversarial, nor equivalent, but as allied — albeit as necessarily structured in tension and contest.
The paper illuminates why and how such a situation has arisen, and identifies some key
challenges for the adequate formulation of women’s and children’s interests and positionings.
This conceptual analysis is given specific focus by taking three key arenas of intervention — child
abduction the support of children in shelters for battered women, and young mothers — as
particular contexts in which conceptualisations and policies around women and around children
often come into conflict. Using these examples, all practical action research projects which I
have recently directed, new culture/racialisation function to structure discourses of childhood.
While resolution of these tensions may be neither impossible nor desirable, the paper illustrates
the value of being clear about what is at stake in these contests in order to identify specific
strategies for action.

Plenary Session C

John Davis
Participation In Practice: Disability, Young People and Local Change

This paper discusses the use of participatory and emancipatory methods to enable children and
young people to inform service development in Liverpool. Initially, it critically reflects on the
practical benefits and limitations of such an approach. It specifically discusses the experiences
of a participatory process carried out in Liverpool in 2001- to the present. This process started
with a project entitled Diversity and Difference: Consultation and Involvement of Disabled
Children and Young People in Policy Planning and Development in Liverpool. This became
known as the Communications Project and subsequently resulted in a variety of disabled young
people establishing their own group in conjunction with disabled adults and networking with
other young people's participation projects from across the UK. The paper concludes that the
rhetoric of participation needs to be backed up with practical strategies if participatory aims are
to be achieved.

Luke Melchior

Luke Melchior will share the outcomes he has attained and the challenges he has faced over the
past decade of his “best case scenario” independent living situation. He will use metaphors and
real life experiences to illustrate the vast potential that can be unleashed when a person with a
severe disability is properly supported in the community. Luke is a 33-year-old man with the
terminal muscle-wasting disease Duchenne’s muscular dystrophy who lives on his own and
receives 24-hour attendant care. His life was the subject of a recent National Film Board of
Canada documentary entitled “Bearing Witness: Luke Melchior.”
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Plenary Session D

Michael Freeman
Children’s Rights and Children’s Welfare

Children’s rights has meant — and continues to mean — a number of things. Once it was identified
with welfare issues: now it is seen more as a key to children’s participation and is seen more in
terms of autonomy. But what if autonomy conflicts with welfare? Is it possible to conceptualize
children’s rights in such a way that both autonomy rights and welfare are advanced? Are any
compromises required? This paper will examine a number of models of children’s rights which
attempt to reconcile the emphasis on participation and autonomy with the protection of, what
adults will normally consider, to be child’s best interests.
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WORKSHOPS

Workshop 1 — From Advocacy to participation to citizenship: Youth in secure custody as citizens

Kim Snow, Ryerson University
Judy Finlay, Office of Child and Family Service Advocacy

Workshop 2 — Meaningful Participation of Youth: An Introduction
Jocelyn Formsma & April Cole, National Association of Friendship Centres

Workshop 3 — The Beautiful Myth of Rights of the Child
Agnes Samler, Les Horne and Matthew Geigen-Miller, Defence For Children International

Workshop 4 — The Arms You Fancy, Sir, Are But Their Sails": Applications Of The
Dramatherapy Group Method Of Facilitation With Children And Young People
Athena Madan

Workshop 5 — UNCRC for Beginners
Lynne Tammi, Tara McCarthy and Regan Tammi, Article 12 in Scotland

Workshop 6 — Rights 2 Success: A Community-Based Model of Rights Education for Young
People in Care and At Risk

Kathy Berggren-Clive, Associate, Child and Youth Officer for British Columbia

Teresa Lum, Federation of BC Youth in Care Networks

Annette Harding, Ministry of Children and Family Development

Workshop 7 - Taking A Children’s Rights Approach To Education
Ellen Murray, Mount Royal College
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WORKSHOP ABSTRACTS

Workshop 1: From advocacy to Participation to Citizenship: Youth in Secure Custody as
Citizens

Kim Snow — Ryerson University

Judy Finlay — Office of Child and Family Service Advocacy

This workshop examines the role of youth as partners in the development of standards of care in

youth custody settings in Canada. Discussed is the need for definable standards of care and
methods to achieve community ‘buy-in’ of such standards. Creating opportunities for youth in
custody to be heard and hence become co-creators of the standards serves as both a safeguard
and serves to facilitate connections that maintain their grounding in ‘real world processes’ Full
and meaningful participation of youth in secure custody is considered as a cornerstone for the
development of standards of care for youth in secure custody settings.

Workshop 2: Meaningful Participation of Youth: An Introduction
Jocelyn Formsma and April Cole — National Association of Friendship Centers

Summary
This workshop aims to educate adults and potential mentors on the benefit and the
importance of involvement and meaningful engagement of youth and young leaders in
the development of programming, policy and governance.
Projected Outcomes
* To highlight the benefits of youth involvement in decision making.
* To encourage adults to positively and meaningfully include youth and young leaders.
* To provide information on various forms of inclusion and engagement.
Thematic Stream
The workshop will fall under the following stream: Participatory rights of vulnerable
populations.
Format
Length of workshop: 90 minutes
Participants will receive an interactive presentation by co-facilitators, April Cole and
Jocelyn Formsma. Facilitators will utilize various techniques designed to engage
participants.
Following the presentation, time will be allotted for a question and answer period.
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Workshop 3: The Beautiful Myth of Rights of the Child
Agnes Samler and Les Horne — Defence for Children International Canada
Matthew Geigen-Miller — University of Ottawa

A three part presentation from Defence for Children International — Canada about the role
of the child’s right to be heard (C.R.C. Article 12) in making the Convention a living document
in Canada.

There is an evident gap between promise and performance. We report on the gap from
experience and objective data and consider remedies.

First part: The rights of the child as primary human rights not dependant on the characteristics
or status of anyone else.

We will begin by looking at the story of the UNCRC in Canada and trace the fading of the “fine
first careless rapture.” We will look at some of the experience of young people when they ask to
be heard and at some of the findings in the interim report from the Standing Senate Committee
on Human Rights. Presented by Les Horne

Second part: Good intentions; questionable outcomes: how to close the gap between the
principles and intent of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, legislation related to
children and the reality experienced by youth presented by Agnes Samler.

Within the context of two systems, child welfare and young offender, we will provide
some excerpts from the Convention and legislation affecting children, reflecting principles and
intent. This will be followed by a dialogue with a young person who has had experience in that
service delivery stream. The session will demonstrate the gap between the positive intentions of
the Convention and the way it is interpreted in practice and experienced by youth. This
presentation will also explore some practical methods of closing the gap between intent,
implementation and reality. Presented by Agnes Samler
Third part: The Convention on the Rights of the Child states that children have the right to
participate in decisions that will affect them (Article 12), and that children have the right to
freedom of expression (Article 13). Children’s rights scholars and activists have given attention
to many different forms of participation and expression, but one form that is particularly
important within the context of citizenship in a democratic society receives little attention.

The right of the child to be heard is violated by the minimum voting age.This will be a
proposal that it ought to be abolished. In its place, I propose a new regime that combines a
presumption of capacity to vote at the age of 18, along with a mechanism for citizens under the
age of 18 to demonstrate capacity and become qualified as electors.

Presented by Matthew Geigen-Miller

Workshop 4: ‘The Arms You Fancy, Sir, Are But Their Sails’: Applications of The
Dramatherapy Group Method of Facilitation With Children and Young People
Athena Madan — MA, RDT, CCC

Intended for educators and/or practitioners directly involved in group work with children
and young people, this experiential workshop will focus on the applications of rights advocacy
for and engagement in citizenship with children, by drawing from three current dramatherapeutic
approaches: Developmental drama (Lewis, 2001; and Schattner, 1981), used for creating and
engaging group experience; Theatre of the Oppressed (Boal, 1985, 1992, 1995), which accesses
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theatre techniques to promote resistance against psychological, social and political oppression;
and Sociodrama (Moreno, 1993), an approach that deals with social problems and works towards
social catharsis. The workshop is not intended to be therapeutic, but will demonstrate the
applications of group dramatic exercises and techniques for expression, the examination of social
systems, the development of spontaneity for the consideration of alternatives, and the exploration
of the transformation of circumstance. Specific exercise aims and applications will be
personalised according to the interests of attending participants. Age, acting experience, or ease
of physicality are not relevant for workshop attendance or participation; however, a willingness
to consider leaving the relative comfort of your sitting apparatus may be.

Workshop 5: UNCRC For Begginers
Lynne Tammi, Tara McCarthy, Regan Tammi — Article 12 in Scotland

UNCRC for Beginners is a training pack designed to address the low levels of awareness
and understanding of the Convention amongst children and young people. The pack consists of a
deck of “article cards” and a booklet containing background information on the UNCRC and
activities to use with young people and help raise awareness of their rights and responsibilities.
This workshop offers participants two key opportunities:

1. to meet with members of the Article 12 in Scotland network and discuss their involvement in
the UK reporting process (2002) —including presentation of an Alternative Youth NGO
Report, meeting with the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child at the Pre Session
Hearing, attending the Session Hearing and an update on our ongoing collaborative work
with the Children and Young People’s Commissioner for Scotland, Scottish Alliance for
Children’s Rights (SACR) and the Scottish and UK Government in preparation for the
forthcoming UK reporting process

2. to gain some “hands on” experience of the UNCRC for Beginners pack

Workshop 6: Rights 2 Success: A Community-Based Model of rights education for Young
People in Care and At Risk.

Kathy Berggren-Clive — Associate Child and Youth Officer for British Columbia

Teresa Lum — Federation of BC Youth in Care Networks

Annette Harding — Ministry of Children and Family development

Rights 2 Success is a project sponsored by the Federation of BC Youth in Care Networks,
the Child and Youth Officer for British Columbia, and the Ministry of Children and Family
Development. The project supports the mandate to educate children and youth in care and at risk
by those serving children and youth within the child welfare system and advances the rights of
children and youth as stipulated in the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Child
and Family Community Services Act (British Columbia).

Further, Rights 2 Success has been developed to help communities promote and create a
culture of children’s rights by engaging the entire community including children themselves,
parents, caregivers, guardians, service providers, and advocates. It seeks to empower young
people to claim their rights through participation in decision-making and advocating on their
own behalf if their rights are not respected but also involves acknowledging what a community is
already doing to support and promote children’s rights and builds on those strengths using a
common language and vision.

Rights 2 Success consists of two youth-facilitated workshops. An interactive youth
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workshop brings young people in care and at risk together in a safe environment in their
community and within the context of their culture where they explore the concepts of rights,
participation and advocacy and learn practical skills that will assist them in having their rights
fulfilled through participation in decision-making. An adult workshop provides service
providers, parents, caregivers, advocates, guardians and citizens with an increased understanding
of children’s rights, their role in actualizing children’s rights, and explores the prevalent myths
about children’s rights and rights education. Both workshops use an approach which is
supportive of children’s development, participation in their family and community, and
facilitates respect for, and understanding of, the rights of others.

This presentation will provide an overview of the project with an emphasis on the
development, piloting and evaluation of the workshop(s). The strengths and challenges
associated with the project will be highlighted in conjunction with a review of workshop (s)
content, a hands-on demonstration of key components of each of the workshops and future
directions of this initiative.

Workshop 7: Taking a Children’s Rights Approach to Education
Ellen Murray — Mount Royal College

In order to facilitate the advancement of children’s rights education, I believe there is a
need to offer young students access to suitable curriculum materials that can help them begin to
understand and exercise their participation rights, as well as respect the human rights of others,
as they move toward responsible citizenship. This workshop will be particularly relevant to
educators who teach either primary-level teachers or children, since it will introduce applied
research that led to developing a curriculum entitled The World Around Us that takes a children’s
rights approach to education. The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child — its
rights and principles — provided the conceptual framework for this curriculum, which has been
successfully implemented in public schools in Canada.

This workshop will address key questions such as:
1. What was the impetus for writing this curriculum that takes a children’s rights approach
to education?
Why is it important for children to learn about human rights?
What are the main goals of this curriculum?
What are some effective participatory strategies for children?
What are some benefits of taking a children’s rights approach to education?
What are some challenges of taking a children’s rights approach to education?

ATl
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SYMPOSIA

Symposium 1: Children And Young People’s Rights In Civil And Criminal Courts

The Citizen Child In Canada
Alisa M. Watkinson, University Of Regina
Marvin Bernstein, Saskatchewan Children’s Advocate

Protecting Alleged Victims Of Child Abuse In Adult-Based Judicial Systems
Angela Evans & Kim P. Roberts, Ph.D.
Department Of Psychology, Wilfrid Laurier University

Barriers To And Models For Child And Youth Participation Court And Administrative
Proceedings

Cheryl Milne, Justice for Children and Youth

Marvin Bernstein, Saskatchewan Children’s Advocate

Symposium 2: Children’s Rights in Health and Socio-Economic Contexts

Entitlement Beyond The Family: Is There A Right To Health Care For Children In Canada?
Candace Johnson, University Of Guelph

It's Time: Ensuring Children And Youth Have Voice And Choice In Canadian Health Care
Cheryl Van Daalen, York University

Colombian Children Living with HIV/AIDS: What Will the Future Bring?
Ana Maria Bustamante, Simon Fraser University

Maximizing The Effects Of The United Nations Convention On Children’s Rights: Downloading
Children’s Human Rights Amidst Socio-Economic (In)Security
Corinne Elizabeth Skarstedt, Canadian Lawyers for International Human Rights (CLAIHR)
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Symposium 3: Theorizing About The Rights Of Children And Young People

Distributing Children's Rights And Responsibilities: Children And The Neoliberal State
Gerald Cradock

The Immanent Rights Of The Multitude: An Ontological Framework For Conceptualizing The
Issue Of Child And Youth Rights
Hans Skott-Myhre & Danny Tarulli, Brock University

A Transdisciplinary Approach In Child And Youth Rights Education: Implementing Article 42
Of The Convention On The Rights Of The Child For Minimal Compliance
Richard Mitchell, Brock University

Discipline and deviance: Shifting Legalities in Response to the Abusive Talk of Youth Rights in
Namibia
Joanne M. Lebert

Links between Postmodern and Political Identities of Young Canadians: Evidence from
Photoscapes and Narratives of Youth in Calgary
William J. Hartley, Leanne J. Hildebrand, & Yvonne M. Hébert, University of Calgary

Symposium 4: Child And Youth Rights — Challenging The Medical Model

Children, Mental Health And Participation Rights
Brenda LeFrancois, Laurentian University

Selective Mutism Contextualized: Prospects For Psychoeducational Intervention
Po-Ling Bork & Ann-Marie Dibiase, Brock University

The International Human Rights Framework Applicable To Children With A Psychiatric
Disability
Fiona Ang, Catholic University of Leuven

Working With Autistic Children And Young People: Sense, Experience And The Challenges For
Services, Policies And Practices
Tom Billington, University of Sheffield

Balancing Human Rights, Respect, And Responsibility: Identifying The Concerns Of Children
And Youth Who Have Intellectual Disabilities And Their Family Members

Christine Y. Tardif-Williams, Frances Owen, Donato Tarulli, Maurice Feldman, Carol Sales,
Glenys Mcqueen-Fuentes, Dorothy Griffiths, Brock University

Barbara Vyrostko, Community Living Welland Pelham
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Symposium 5: International Perspectives And Progress On Child And Youth Rights

State Legislation And Nongovernmental Interventions: The Politics Of Youth Rights In
Nicaragua
Richard Maclure, University Of Ottawa

Children And Young People's Perspectives On Citizenship And Nation Building
Nicola Taylor & Anne Smith, University Of Otago

Review Of Government Of India’s Approach To Protection Of Child Rights
Murli Desai, Tata Institute Of Social Sciences

Domestic Child Rights Monitoring: Lessons From Canada & South Africa
Tara Collins, University of London

Symposium 6: Newcomer And Refugee Youth Issues

Enforcing The Rights Of Refugee And Migrant Children In Ghana — The View Of A Social

Worker
Love Otuo-Acheampong, University of Higher Education in Amsterdam

“This Is My Life”: Questions Of Agency And Belonging Among Youth Living With Less Than

Full Status.
Julie Young & Judith K. Bernhard, Ryerson University

Newcomer Youth: Exploring a Rights Approach to Challenges in Canadian Education Systems

Dawn Zinga and Megan Davis — Brock University
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Symposium 7: The Participation Rights Of Vulnerable Children And Youth

Citizens Of Care: Rights And Voice Of Children In Canada’s Care System

Ms. Judy Finlay, Office Of Child And Family Service Advocacy And The Canadian Council Of
Provincial Child And Youth Advocates

Shannon Moore, Brock University

Furthering The Democratic Citizenship Of Queer Youth Through The Convention On The
Rights Of The Child
Valerie D. Lehr, St. Lawrence University

Sexual Minority Youth’s Civic Engagement: Fixing The Citizenship And Human Rights
“Underlap”
Steven R. Marks & Stephen T. Russell, University of Arizona

To Make The Abuse Of Child And Youth Human Rights Visible And Unacceptable
Amani Hamdan, University Of Western Ontario

Involving Children And Young People In Residential Care In Inspections Of Their Child Care
Units In Scotland
Irene Stevens, Scottish Institute for Residential Child Care

Symposium 8: School Conduct And Bullying

Bullying And Children’s Rights: Overcoming Victimization Through A
Rights-Based Anti-Bullying Program
Monique Lacharite & Zopito Marini, Brock University

Where Is Social Aggression In The Safe Schools Act?
Aanchal Sharma, Jessie Miller and & Tracy Vaillancourt, McMaster University

The Ramifications Of The United Nations Convention On The Rights Of The
Child On The Necessity To Protect Children From Bullying Through A
Mandated National Safe Schools Act

Steven Huston, Langara College

Uncivil Subjects: Citizenship Rights And The Problem Of Bullying In
Childhood And Adolescence
Mythili Rajiva, Saint Mary's University

Cyber-Bullying: Navigating The Dilemmas Of Safety And Education In Cbyer-Space
Shaheen Shariff, McGill University
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Symposium 9: Children’s Inclusion In Education

How Impossible To Imagine Otherwise! Secondary Students Discuss School Rules
Rebecca Raby, Brock University

Special Education Rights In Ontario: Services For Children With Special Needs In Ontario
Schools
Sheila Bennett, Don Dworet & Manta Zahos, Brock University

Children’s Right To Education: Barriers To Education In Developed And Developing Countries
Dawn Zinga & Sherri Young, Brock University

Youth Participation In Public Education
Martha Mackinnon, Justice for Children and Youth

Symposium 10: The Rights Of Children And Youth Legal Contexts

Making It Right: Inciting A Rights-Based Restorative Justice Dialogue In Canada.
Shannon Moore, Brock University

Law, Public Attitudes, And Children’s Rights To Protection: What Did Canadians Learn From
The Supreme Court’s Decision On Corporal Punishment?
Joan E. Durrant, Nadine Sigvaldason & Lisa Bednar, University of Manitoba

“Why Are We Told To Act Like Adults And Then Treated Like Children?”: Children’s
Participation Rights In Canada
Kelly M. Campbell & Linda Rose-Krasnor, Brock University

Building A Bridge Between Psychology And Law: The Criminal And Civil Liability Age Limits
And The Child’s Cognitive And Moral Development
Nuno Ferreira, The University Of Bremen (ZERP)
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Symposium 11: Monitoring And Researching The Rights Of Children And Young People

Monitoring An Evaluating The UN Convention On The Rights Of The Child — An Information
Systems Perspective From Ghana
Bernard Amoh, Ghanaian Embassy

‘Strengthening The Enforcement Of The Convention On The Rights Of The Child: The Need For
A New Optional Protocol For A Communications Procedure.’
Sara L. Austin, World Vision Canada & World Vision International

The Importance Of A Child Rights-Based Approach To Monitoring
Tara Collins, University of London

Challenges For Collecting Right Based Data: Experienced Gained From Two Periodic Reports
Of Bangladesh Government To UNCRC Committee
Obaidur Rahman, Save the Children Sweden, Denmark Office in Bangladesh

Using Electronic Surveys To Consult Children
Annabel Goodyer — London South Bank University

Symposium 12: Participation Rights: Child Labour And Street Children

Voices From The Street: An Ethnographic Study Of Children Who Live And Work On The
Streets Of New Delhi, India
Lori Mcfadyen, McGill University

"Street Children" And Institutional Life In Bogota, Colombia: Towards An On-The-Ground
Recognition Of Young People As Subjects Of Participatory Rights
Carolina Pineda, McGill University

Child Labour In Pakistan
Faisal Shah, Social Welfare Organization Marghuz (SWOM)

A Rights-Approach To A Working Children Intervention In Egypt
Lowell Ewert, Conrad Grebel University College
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Symposium 13: The Rights of Children and Youth in Families and in Care

The Ethics And Human Rights Conflicts Of Intercountry Adoption
Leslie Tallyn, Wilfrid Laurier University

Theorizing Children In Care As An Oppressed Group
Kim Snow, Ryerson University

Shared Parenting: A Needs- And Responsibility-Based Approach To Divorce Law Reform
Edward Kruk, The University of British Columbia

Shared Parenting: Divorce Law Reform from the Perspective of Children and Parents
Dara Taylor — University of Calgary

Heather Clarry, B.A.

Bridgette Alexandra — Malaspina University College

J. Taylor Baird — Markham District High School

Ashley Zboyovsky — Wellington Secondary School

Symposium 14: The Rights Of The Child: The Importance Of Children's Views For
Research, Theory And Practice

Chair: Michele Peterson-Badali

Discussant:  The Honourable Mr. Justice Brian Weagant

Young People’s Perspectives On The Rights Of The Child: What We Know And What We Need
To Know

Martin Ruck, City University Of New York

Michele Peterson-Badali, University Of Toronto

Stacey Horn, University Of Illinois At Chicago

Studying Children’s Perspectives On Self-Determination And Nurturance Rights:
Methodological Issues And Challenges

Michele Peterson-Badali, University Of Toronto

Martin Ruck, City University Of New York

Children’s Rights In Vulnerable Populations: Conceptions And Attitudes Regarding Children’s
Rights In Maltreated Children And Adolescents Living In State Care

Janet Bone and Michele Peterson-Badali, University Of Toronto

Martin Ruck, City University Of New York

Participation Rights For Children In Care
Monique Costa, University Of Toronto
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Symposium 15: Children And Youth In Conflict

The Development And Implementation Of The International Youth Action Network On Small
Arms
Sarah Eagen, The Coalition For Gun Control

The “Truth” About Children And Youth: Child Soldiers And Refiguring Citizenship In Sierra
Leone
Augustine Park, York University

Youth And Insurgency In Nepal: A Rights Based Approach
Tom O’Neill, Brock University

Making Security Council Resolution 1612 Work: Improving Protection For The Rights Of
Children Threatened By Armed Conflict
Kathy Vandergrift, Children and Armed Conflict Working Group

Symposium 16: Children And Young People’s Agency In Politics And Policy

The Role Of Children And Young People In The Selection Process For Ireland’s First
Ombudsman For Children
Rory Mc Daid, St. Patrick's College

Rethinking Childhood: The Inclusion Of Children's Voice In New Zealand Children's Policy
And Practice
Anne Smith & Nicola J. Taylor, University of Otago

Saayt K’titilum Goot; (Of One Heart): Bringing Our Youth Together
Lorraine Calderwood-Parsons, Child and Youth Office of British Columbia

Citizenship And Young People: The Lessons Learned In Establishing Youth Councils In Canada
Christopher O'Connor, University Of Calgary
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Symposium 17 — Theorizing about Children and Young People’s Participatory Rights

Theorizing the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child within Canadian Post-Secondary

Education
Richard Mitchell & Shawna McCusker, Brock University

Disciplining the disciples: Education of risk society junior auditors and the missing child (rights)
in three theories of Family
Steven R. Marks, University of Arizona

Spiritual Rights of the Child: A Research Review
Karen Csoli, Ontario Institute for Studies in Education/University of Toronto

Child Rights in Educational Settings: Philosophical, Legal & Political Considerations
Leanne Johnny, McGill University

Symposium 18 — Children’s Protection & Participation In Domestic Law: Educational
Implications

Shaheen Shariff, McGill University

Leanne Johnny, McGill University

Jessica Morris-Frebourg, McGill University
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SYMPOSIUM ABSTRACTS

Symposium 1: Children and Young People’s Rights in Civil and Criminal Courts

THE CITIZEN CHILD IN CANADA
Alisa M. Watkinson - University of Regina
Marvin Bernstein - Saskatchewan Children’s Advocate

On January 31, 2004 the Supreme Court of Canada issued its decision in the case of the
Canadian Foundation for Children Youth and the Law v. Canada (Attorney General). It was the
most significant children’s right decision yet to be decided under the Charter of Rights and
Freedoms. The Court’s decision provides a disturbing example of how the citizenship rights of
Canadian children and youth are being conceptualized and operationalized.

The case challenged the constitutionality of section 43 of the Criminal Code that allows
parents, teachers and others who provide care to children, with a defence from charges of assault
whenever they use physical force on a child. The Canadian Foundation argued that the s. 43
defence violated the rights of children under Canada’s Charter of Rights and Freedoms in that it
discriminated against children on the basis of their age since the defence can be used to exempt
only those who used force on children (s. 15), that it was a form of cruel and unusual punishment
(s. 12); and finally that the use of physical punishment violated a child’s right to security of the
person (s. 7). The Supreme Court ruled that the use of physical force on children did not violate
their Charter rights.

We propose to critically discuss and analyze the outcome of the Court’s decision in light
of Canada’s commitment to the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the promise of the
Charter. We will compare Canada’s record to that of other countries and its affect on the rights
of children in civil and criminal matters. We will report on the Canadian government’s response
to the decision and the consequences. In addition we will report on the continuing work being
done, and what more needs to be done, to promote the citizenship rights of children and youth in
the home and in public spaces.

PROTECTING ALLEGED VICTIMS OF CHILD ABUSE IN ADULT-BASED JUDICIAL
SYSTEMS

Angela Evans — University of Toronto

Kim P. Roberts - Wilfrid Laurier University

The UN Convention asserts that children will be protected from abuse, neglect, and
maltreatment when effective procedures for the investigation of such child maltreatment have
been established (Article 19). Establishing what such protection entails has proven to be a
difficult dance for countries with adult-based, adversarial judicial systems such as Canada, the
US, and the UK, however. Jurors in child abuse trials, for example, sometimes rely on the child’s
distressed demeanour to conclude that abuse did take place. Reducing children’s trauma in the
judicial system, therefore, may prevent successful prosecution in child abuse trials. In this
chapter, we will explore short- and long-term protective measures and discuss their impact on
children’s experiences in judicial systems.
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This paper explores some of the complexities inherent in protecting children’s rights
while ensuring that they can participate in a fair, judicial process in cases of child maltreatment.
A critical analysis of adversarial judicial systems is presented with particular emphasis on the
adult standards expected of children in these contexts, and the requirement to balance children’s
rights with those of defendants. We focus particularly on the standards of testimony required of
child witnesses. We then assess modifications that have been made in Western judicial systems
that attempt to reduce the trauma experienced by victims of child maltreatment.

BARRIERS TO AND MODELS FOR CHILD AND YOUTH PARTICIPATION COURT AND
ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEEDINGS
Cheryl Milne — Justice for Children and Youth

This will be the overview paper for the symposia session with analysis of a number of
key decisions which speak to the rights of young people to participate in legal proceedings.
Barriers such as legal precedents that fail to acknowledge children as people within the legal
system, physical settings and legal jargon which alienate young people, as well as legislation
which prevents child and youth participation, will be discussed. Examples from Justice for
Children and Youth’s extensive practice in children’s advocacy will highlight ways in which
young people can participate in decision-making that can affect that young person and others
who follow in his or her footsteps. Reference will be made to judgments such as the Supreme
Court’s decisions in Canadian Foundation for Children, Youth and the Law v. Canada (Attorney
General) (2004), and Baker v. Canada (1999), both significant children’s rights cases, as well as
to other cases in which the author has represented either the clinic in a test case, or an individual
young client in a decision affecting only that person.
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Symposium 2: Children’s Rights In health and Socio-Economic Contexts

ENTITLEMENT BEYOND THE FAMILY: IS THERE A RIGHT TO HEALTH CARE FOR
CHILDREN IN CANADA?
Candace Johnson - University Of Guelph

This paper addresses the philosophical and political-policy dimensions of the right to
health care for children. It also considers the placement of children’s health policy in provincial
and national policy agendas. I argue that there is indeed a right (in philosophical terms) to health
care for children, but political commitments to protecting this right in Canada are weak. In fact,
there is very little health policy directed at children. Most political initiatives concerning the
improvement of children’s health and well-being are channeled through social assistance and
income maintenance policies. The philosophical “position” of children is very different from that
of adults primarily because of the degree to which children are constrained by their
circumstances. Children cannot change jobs or work additional hours to pay for uninsured health
services. They cannot move to a better environment. They are, for better or worse, stuck in their
families and cannot exercise much choice. For children, the element of choice is absent from
moral consideration and deservedness or entitlement is linked to or extracted from their
powerlessness. If children are our future, as the cliché claims, then we should be concerned with
the development of policy that will empower and nurture them.

IT'S TIME: ENSURING CHILDREN AND YOUTH HAVE VOICE AND CHOICE IN
CANADIAN HEALTH CARE
Dr. Cheryl van Daalen — York University

Twenty-five years ago the Canadian Institute of Child Health wrote and promoted "The
Rights of the Hospitalized Child." Issues of consent and capacity have since then been long
debated with the wishes of children and youth receiving little if any tangible respect or
enactment. Based on Canada's code of ethics for Registered Nurses and the UN Convention on
the Rights of the Child, this paper will illustrate how to ensure that children and youth have both
voice and choice when they enter any Canadian health care institution/agency or service. We
will close with a conversation concerning how to make all health care services child and youth
driven and friendly.

COLOMBIAN CHILDREN LIVING WIH HIV/AIDS: WHAT WILL THE FUTURE BRING?
Ana Maria Bustamante — Simon Fraiser University

The purpose of this paper is to present a perspective on children living with HIV/AIDS in
Colombia, starting with a life free of HIV and Children’s rights articulated within the national
policy for sexual and reproductive health. In Colombia as in most of Latin American countries,
the HIV epidemic resembles the socio-economic factors existing in the region. Colombia faced
the first female clinical case of AIDS in 1983 and the first case of vertical transmission reported
in 1987. Since then, the epidemic has been on the rise. There are approx. 310,000 people living
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with HIV/AIDS in Colombia'. Incidence has increased in groups once considered low risk,
especially women and children. In 1993, the health reform abolished the public social security
system establishing the new General Social Security Health System (SGSSS) eliminating the
National HIV/AIDS Program. Medicines for high cost illnesses such as HIV/AIDS are included
in the new system. However, only 56% of the total population has health coverage.

Based on ethnography research in Colombia, a comparative analysis of a “two-case”
study will be presented. The Mother to Child Transmission (MTCT) as a national government
initiative and the Francois-Xavier Bagnoud Foundation, both projects focus their work to reduce
risk of perinatal infections (Garcia R et al., 2005), and health care for babies born with HIV.
Without HIV prevention measures, about 35% of children born to HIV-positive women will
contract the virus. By 2004, 42.21% of total women diagnosed HIV positive were between 15-19
years of age, and same age range maternal deaths represent 14% of total female mortality rate
(Pro familia: 2005). Non Governmental Organizations are an integral part of HIV/AIDS
promotion and prevention, and education activities and have become an important component
within the social network of people living with HIV/AIDS. Their legal advice has been crucial
when claiming for their rights using the “Tutela” (legal instrument approved by the Colombian
Constitution in 1991, to claim violation of individual rights) in demanding for health care and
treatment access.

The paper will conclude by presenting the successes of the two-case study and the
struggles faced to achieve their tasks, and what is perceived for the future.

MAXIMIZING THE EFFECTS OF THE UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION ON
CHILDREN’S RIGHTS: DOWNLOADING CHILDREN’S HUMAN RIGHTS AMIDST
SOCIO-ECONOMIC (IN)SECURITY

Corinne Elizabeth Skarstedt — Canadian Lawyers for International Human Rights

Increasingly, a patchwork provision of social welfare services has been normalized in those
countries wherein universal provision previously existed, thereby incurring persistent elevated
levels of social exclusion and poverty among children. In theory, state signatories are legally
obligated to honour their international treaty commitments vis-a-vis the safeguarding of basic
human rights. In reality, however, courts have failed to provide substantive effect and hence
compliance to the 1989 Convention on Rights of the Child (CRC). Hence the 'downloading' of
international law and norms into domestic law is fraught with complex national judiciary
systems.

For almost two decades now, Canada has been ranked one of "the best places to live in the
world." Upon examination of a recent UNICEF report, however, almost 15% (or over a million)
Canadian children are living below the national poverty line. This is an exceptionally high rate
for an industrialized country such as Canada. The report further explains how poverty rates
depend not only on the level of government support but on the manner of its dispensation. Many
OECD countries would appear to have the potential to reduce child poverty below 10 per cent
without a significant increase in overall spending.

The decline in child poverty in Canada in the last 15 years has been marginal at best.
Fifteen years ago, Canadian parliamentarians resolved to eradicate child poverty by the year
2000; however, there has been no systematic follow through or target setting to date. Despite its
image as a wealthy, culturally diverse, cosmopolitan democracy, basic socio-economic human
rights of children continue to be violated.

To what extent do non-state actors contribute to or influence socio-economic policies, such

' UNAIDS 2005 Report
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as the right to social inclusion and the recognition of poverty as a violation of children’s human

rights? What initiatives and trends might optimize the justiciability and enforceability of socio-

economic rights for children? In discerning whether legislative, policy and regulatory

frameworks can be forged within Canada, select case studies from other parts of the world will

be assessed in depth.

Using a socio-legal comparative framework, the research will be divided accordingly:

(1) The ‘lived law’;

(i1) Challenges to the practical implementation of children’s socio-economic human rights;

(ii1) Bringing well-being and social justice home: identification of pathways to integration, key
actors and policies); and

(iv) Lessons learned (uploading a hands-on, integrated social model to alleviate child poverty

and social inequalities).
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Symposium 3: Theorizing About the Rights of Children and Young People

DISTRIBUTING CHILDREN'S RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES: CHILDREN AND THE
NEOLIBERAL STATE
Gerald Cradock - University of Windsor

Ever since Aries’ seminal work on the history of childhood scholars have argued over the
validity of his thesis; childhood was ‘discovered’ in the early modern period. The debate has led
to the question of whether there is a strict and universal bifurcation between children and adults.
It may be obvious that babies are children and senior citizens are adults, but it is not obvious that
adolescents are the same as either babies or senior citizens. Hence, the terms ‘child’ and ‘adult’
possess vague boundaries.

For the West, Elias’ work suggests the distinction between children and adults depends
upon the civilizing process. A civilized person is one who does not act like a child. Further, as
the civilizing process expands it takes longer to complete. The ability to claim one’s own rights
(citizenship) hinges upon whether social institutions recognize the claimant as civilized and
therefore adult.

If children require a different rights regime than adults (i.e. protective rights), then the
vague boundary between children and adults becomes a potential site of child exploitation. In
particular, children’s labor can be exploited while political rights are simultaneously denied.

For neoliberalism, rights bearing citizenship demands self-responsibility through
employment. Rights-bearers are recognized insofar as they demonstrate responsibility for the
self. For example, in British Columbia recent statutes have encouraged children’s self-
responsibility through permissive child labor law and restrictive income assistance policies.
However, citizenship is curtailed through a legal discourse of child dependence and parental
responsibility. Children may demonstrate responsibility through paid labor while still perceived
as only partially civilized (alternatively, under-socialized or under-developed).

This paper will argue the neoliberal linkage between rights and responsibilities combines
with the vague boundary between ‘child’ and ‘adult’ to permit the state to responsibilize children
without necessarily extending citizenship rights. This is because vague boundaries permit
selective identification of subordinating characteristics. Further, it will argue the colonial
tradition in Canada characterizes subaltern groups (i.e. First Nations, the differently-abled) as
uncivilized, therefore child-like, therefore undeserving of full citizenship.

THE IMMANENT RIGHTS OF THE MULTITUDE: AN ONTOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK
FOR CONCEPTUALIZING THE ISSUE OF CHILD AND YOUTH RIGHTS

Hans Skott-Myhre — Brock University

Donato Tarulli — Brock University

This paper will explore the question “what is the status of rights” as an issue of ontology.
Where many of the current discourses on rights focus on epistemological concerns or questions
of distribution or application, this writing will explore child and youth rights as imminent
potential produced and enunciated outside of modernist frameworks such as the individual,
juridical, or state forms. Instead it will argue for rights as absolute act or enunciation of what
Deleuze and Guattari have described as “becoming-child” This view of rights steps aside from
right as a conceptual or transcendent universal and reproduces rights as idiosyncratically
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produced acts of “child” as becoming. As such, rights cease to be expressions of law, controlled
and mediated by state forms and are instead an expression of creative life force. Put another way,
we will argue that rights are created by acts in the moment of action, rather than by laws or
juridical codes premised on universal or cosmic dispensation. In this we wish to explore the
hermeneutics of right through an examination of how we understand the actual relations of rights
to the existing discursive field of human rights knowledge.

We will argue that rights are produced within the forms of daily life by what Negri has
termed the “multitude”. This multitude as it relates to child rights consists in the right to become
child as the creative capacity to act. Child rights, in this sense, are not formed through the
juridical codifications of majoritarian law but through the acts of the minority. Child rights are
produced by the children of Soweto, the street children of Brazil and India, the rock throwers of
Palestine, the graffiti artists of New York, the Krump and Clown dancers of Los Angeles and the
millions of other children that create, with their bodies, the becoming child. We will argue,
further, that child rights are set into creative and productive flight each time an adult becomes
child through the abandonment of the distinctions of developmental difference and adopts the
common becoming of human life.

A TRANSDISCIPLINARY APPROACH IN CHILD AND YOUTH RIGHTS EDUCATION:
IMPLEMENTING ARTICLE 42 OF THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD
FOR MINIMAL COMPLIANCE

Richard Mitchell — Brock University

This paper explores key theoretical and ideological foundations underlying the
controversy surrounding children’s and young people’s human rights education in Canada. A
November, 2004 National Child Day poll conducted by Ipsos-Reid confirmed yet again that
Canadians know little — indeed 14% knew nothing at all — about contemporary children’s rights
issues. This poll’s findings reinforce earlier research and rhetoric that Canadians must “eliminate
barriers that prevent the implementation of the minimum standards of the UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child” (Save the Children Canada, 2003).

However, few policy- and decision-makers have considered the main barrier towards
implementing such minimal standards is the ongoing lack of accurate knowledge of the treaty
within Canada’s elementary, secondary and post-secondary education systems. Indeed, what are
these minimal standards? As a result, Canada’s global reputation as a human rights champion
must be re-evaluated in light of the fact that most young people receive no knowledge of the
CRC in schools, or the key information that they possess a set of separate and distinct rights from
adults.

Drawing empirically upon a two-year, grounded theory policy study, the author argues
that United Kingdom nations have more effectively implemented the CRC in key legislation,
particularly within their citizenship curricula, than efforts currently underway within Canadian
jurisdictions. One key finding from the study suggests that Article 42 was conceived by treaty
drafters as an international indicator for measuring minimal compliance with the Convention’s
principles and provisions. Thus, a theoretical model derived from these findings (Mitchell, 2005)
is reviewed to illustrate how basic knowledge of the Convention might be presented to children,
young people and adults within the context of institutional power relations.
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DISCIPLINE AND DEVIANCE: SHIFTING LEGALITIES IN RESPONSE TO THE
ABUSIVE TALK OF YOUTH RIGHTS IN NAMIBIA
Joanne M. Lebert — York University

Since its independence in 1990, Namibia has embraced a number of legal mechanisms as
an expression of its commitment to international human rights standards. There has been a
concerted effort by the government and by NGOs to foster a ‘rights-based culture’ and to educate
Namibians about their entitlements as citizens, equal before the law.

In the country’s North, the introduction and promotion of human rights appear to have had
some unanticipated consequences. Here, some youth are manipulating the (un)easy slippage
between ‘human rights’ (ufemba omunhu) and ‘my right” (ufemba wange) as a means to justify
engaging in unruly practices and socially irresponsible behaviour. Youth are said to increasingly
flaunt social norms and even engage in criminal activities because they now believe to have the
legal right to do as they please.

I maintain that the ways in which youth are (ab)using the language of human rights today
does not, in and of itself, suggest human rights to be detrimental to society. Rather, this
deployment of rights and its accompanying cultural politics reflect deeper processes of social
change, including the reconfiguration of youth identity and the tense redefinition of
intergenerational relations at a time of profound socio-economic insecurity.

These tensions are further evidenced in the ways in which guardians and local leaders are
responding to youth’s abusive deployment of human rights. By calling on local police to
intervene in such cases and beat young deviants, adults circumvent their fears and confusion
about the law, and manage to reclaim an avenue of disciplinary power. By exercising corporal
punishment, the police are empowering parents to actively contest and undermine human rights
law and its practical and everyday application. As a result, guardians together with local law
enforcers are quietly but effectively shifting legalities. Such actions, if not nationally and
internationally acknowledged, at the very least reflect the limitations to, and weaken the desired
effects of, top down human rights advocacy.

LINKS BETWEEN POSTMODERN AND POLITICAL IDENTITIES OF YOUNG
CANADIANS: EVIDENCE FROM PHOTOSCAPES AND NARRATIVES OF YOUTH IN
William J. Hartley, Leanne J. Hildebrand, & Yvonne M. Hébert — University of Calgary

Postmodern metaphors of identity, as posited by Bauman (1996), include pilgrim, tourist,
player, flaneur and vagabond; however these ignore the powerful influence of consumerism and
the state. A pilgrim seeks some form of stable future with himself or herself in an occupation or
role that they desire while the successors to this metaphor have each chosen a piece of the
totality of space and place: The flaneur or stroller moves through life as though the (inner or
exterior) spaces that they occupy are a moving picture while interacting on a superficial level
with this aspect. The vagabond has no secure home and wanders in order to survive. The tourist
occupies the same spaces as the flaneur and vagabond but has chosen to visit these places in a
safe manner, and then go home. Being a player is to take the safety of the tourist one step further
and treat aspects of life as a game, competing against others without concern of consequences,
seeking only to maximize his utility.

We propose that there are two other identity metaphors: that of the shopper and the
citizen. Shopper is a metaphor emerging from flaneur as an adaptation of strolling while
accompanied by friends in an atmosphere of enjoying consumerism. Citizen, on the other hand,
is a metaphor of someone who considers changes in society, acts and reacts accordingly.
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Drawing from photographic and interview data collected as part of a SSHRC funded study on
how youth negotiate difference and democracy, our analysis provides strong evidence for the
shopper (types & purposes & locations; influence of gender, friends, groups; levels of belonging)
and weak evidence for an emerging political identity, consisting of attachments to Canada at all
levels (local, provincial, regional, national): symbolic attachments, attachments to places,
influence of gender/family, diversity, and youth participation.

Our findings indicate that the ‘shopper’ identification has encamped upon the identity of
the citizen for these young people. The commercialization of the populace via the youth who are
unwittingly complicit erodes national identity and bonds, thus weakening the state’s ability to
provide for human rights for all citizens, including children and youth (C6té and Allahar, 2005;
Osborne 1997).
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Symposium 4: Child and Youth Rights — Challenging the Medical Model

CHILDREN, MENTAL HEALTH AND PARTICIPATION RIGHTS

Brenda LeFrancois — Laurentian University

The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child incorporates principles relating to
participation rights. This paper presents findings from research into children’s participation
rights, conducted at an adolescent psychiatric inpatient unit in the UK. The aims of the research
were to observe and document the ways in which children’s participation rights are implemented
within this inpatient unit and to document the children’s experiences of psychiatric treatment
from their standpoint. This involved undertaking an ethnographic study, in which the researcher
spent four months in the unit, analyzing local policies relating to participation rights, observing
interactions between the children and practitioners, taking field notes and conducting interviews.

On the surface, the inpatient unit appears to be incorporating children’s rights to participation
with their treatment and care. However, practitioners are working within a paternalistic medical
model of treatment that is inconsistent on many levels with the concept of children’s agency.

These two modes of understanding and relating to children are reconciled through a re-
interpretation of the concepts relating to children’s rights. In particular, the concept
‘participation’, a term used frequently by practitioners, has been translated in practice as a
coercive means to ensure compliance from the children and to reinforce adult power and control
over the children.

SELECTIVE MUTISM CONTEXTUALIZED: PROSPECTS FOR PSYCHOEDUCATIONAL
INTERVENTION
Po-ling M. Bork and Ann-Marie DiBiase — Brock University

Selective Mutism (SM) is defined in DSM-IV-TR as the persistent failure to speak in
specific social situations (e.g., school, with peers) where speaking is expected, despite speaking
in other situations. In addition, the disturbance must interfere with achievement or social
communication and last for more than 1 month (American Psychiatric Association, 1994).
Although there has been increased interest in SM recently, relatively little is known about the
prevalence or phenomenology of the disorder.

The purpose of this paper is to critically consider the recent empirical research on SM. A
comprehensive review of the research on SM and includes research on: 1) prevalence; 2)
etiology; 3) diagnosis and 4) interventions and remediation. Critical early identification with a
comprehensive assessment is emphasized, to reduce risk of future anxiety psychopathology, and
other issues related to the long-term impact of SM. Several intervention procedures such as
behavioural, family and group, pharmacotherapy, play psychodynamic, and speech therapy are
reviewed. Because most selectively mute children fail to speak at school, intervention targets at
school setting, such as the school-based multi-disciplinary individualized treatment plan are
highlighted.

Recently there has been an increase in diagnosis of SM in the school-age population
(Bergman, Piacentini, & McCracken, 2002). SM is considered to be an impairing condition that
interferes with both educational achievement and socialization (Kristensen, 2000). Specifically,
given the efficacy of known interventions such as cognitive-behavioral therapy (Kristensen,
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2000; Bergman et al., 2002) and selective serotonin reuptake inhibitor medication (RUPP
Anxiety Study Group, 2001) for children with related anxiety disorders and SM (Black & Uhde,
1995), early diagnosis and intervention efforts should be strongly considered.

Psychoeducational interventions that provide information and coping skills to children,
parents, and teachers should be integrated into the treatment programs. Longitudinal data with
larger samples of selectively mute children is necessary to clarify this relationship, risk of future
anxiety psychopathology, and other issues related to the long-term impact of SM. Diagnostic
investigations should focus both on anxious psychopathology and possible developmental
disorder/delay in children with SM.

THE INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS FRAMEWORK APPLICABLE TO CHILDREN
WITH A PSYCHIATRIC DISABILITY
Fiona Ang — Catholic University of Lueven

Using the discourse of the international children’s rights movement, children with
psychiatric disabilities undeniably constitute a ‘very vulnerable group’: ‘vulnerable’ because
they have a disability, and ‘very vulnerable’ because the disability they have is not always a
physical one. Children with a psychiatric disability can be locked up without having been in
conflict with the law, given medication without their consent, denied psychiatric treatment
without a medical reason. Their rights are easily violated. In order to expose and prevent those
violations, it is therefore important to make explicit the international human rights framework
applying to those children. This is the main purpose of this paper.

The key principle of the human rights framework is simple: ‘to be a child with a
psychiatric disability’ is not by definition a valid criterion to the treat this child differently. All
human rights, including children’s and disability rights, are applicable. Nevertheless, a correct
understanding of the principle of non-discrimination does not jeopardize the possibility of
granting a higher level of protection. Thus, it is maintained that children treated for a psychiatric
disability enjoy a strengthened status through the application of patients’ rights. Confidentiality,
informed consent, adequate treatment by a qualified health professional — these are but some
examples of the extra protection granted. However, having a psychiatric disability does not only
justify higher protection but also possible restrictions of children’s rights: children with a
psychiatric disability can be placed in an institution against their will. Given the extremely
intrusive character of this act, international law provides certain safeguards.

When analyzing the human rights instruments, the legal value of each instrument is
naturally taken into account. Still, the paper does not merely describe the contents of the rights at
issue. Critical, normative conclusions are reached regarding, inter alia, the suitability of the
concept of patients’ rights in this context, the role of the CRC Committee, the existence of a
‘right to psychiatric treatment’, the impossibility of maintaining the distinction between civil and
political rights on the one hand and economic, social and cultural rights on the other hand.

WORKING WITH AUTISTIC CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE: SENSE, EXPERIENCE
AND THE CHALLENGES FOR SERVICES, POLICIES AND PRACTICES
Tom Billington — University of Sheffield

During the last twenty years a more complex understanding of autism has emerged (Frith,
1989; Baron-Cohen et al, 1993; Jordan et al, 1998; Happe, 1999; Hobson, 2002). More recently,
however, many autistic people have themselves begun to write at length about their lives and
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experiences. Where previously many of us had not searched for more imaginative ways of
understanding, writers such as Clare Sainsbury (2000) and Kenneth Hall (2001) (as well as a host
of others) have begun to educate us in the hitherto largely unknown and perhaps until recently
largely unsuspected life and energy within many autistic minds. A further development has been
the 'shift in ideology and practice of the helping professions towards a partnership model which
values the clients' perspectives (Avdi et al, p.329).

This paper aims to create narratives about autistic experience that are not restricted by a
primary consideration of impairments or deficits but rather related to ideas about 'assets’ as a
means of developing professional practice. It is argued that children’srights legislation (UN
Convention on Children's Rights, 1989, and in the UK, the Special Educational Needs and
Disability Act, 2001) can encourage professionals working with autistic young people to search
imaginatively for ways of conceptualizing and accessing not only those assets but also the
thoughts and feelings of their clients. Examples are taken from the author's own casework as
well as from autistic 'insider' accounts which, it is argued, are providing insights into the
inherently social contexts for the development of human feelings, thinking and meaning. While
primarily directed at professionals, the intention is to encourage theories and the development of
practices which are responsive to the wishes and views of pathologies young people and as such
assist in their fight for full equality and social inclusion.

BALANCING HUMAN RIGHTS, RESPECT, AND RESPONSIBILITY: IDENTIFYING THE
CONCERNS OF CHILDREN AND YOUTH WHO HAVE INTELLECTUAL DISABILITIES
AND THEIR FAMILY MEMBERS

Christine Y. Tardif-Williams, Frances Owen, Donato Tarulli, Maurice Feldman, Carol Sales,
Glenys McQueen-Fuentes & Dorothy Griffiths — Brock University

Barbara Vyrostko — Community Living Welland Pelham

The U.N. Convention on the Rights of the Child outlines substantive rights that apply to
all children and youth, regardless of disability, (i.e., protection & enhancement rights, rights to
autonomous participation). This focus on children’s rights, along with greater community
integration and participation, has facilitated more freedom of choice and self-determination by
children and youth who have intellectual disabilities (ID). Today, there are more opportunities
for children and youth who have ID to voice their concerns as citizens. Effective approaches are
also needed to raise family members’ awareness of the need to promote opportunities to respect
and encourage self-expression and independent choice-making by the children and youth they
support, as they are key players in empowering young people who have ID.

Although research indicates that caregiver-child tension is typical and should be
anticipated as youth come to view more concerns as falling under their domain of personal
jurisdiction (e.g., clothing choices), surprisingly little is known about the negotiation of greater
self-expression and independent choice-making opportunities among caregivers and the children
and youth they support who have ID. It is likely that, similar to all caregivers, the caregivers of
children and youth who have ID experience conflict between wanting to protect and provide a
safe environment, and wanting to respect individual freedom of choice.

To explore this latter issue, the Brock University-Community Living Welland Pelham
3Rs (Rights, Respect & Responsibility) Multidisciplinary Research Team is gathering
information from families living in Canada who have a child or youth who has an ID. We are
asking family members to share the concerns they have for their family member’s ability to
make independent choices and to exercise his/her human rights within a context of respect and
responsibility. In this paper, we will present our preliminary findings, with a focus on comparing
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the concerns raised by both the children and youth who have ID and their family members. We
will conclude by discussing, within the context of the participation-protection debate, family
members’ reports of how they balance the desire to both protect these children and youth, and
respect and encourage their need for self-expression
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Symposium 5: International Perspectives and Progress On Childs and Youth Rights

STATE LEGISLATION AND NONGOVERNMENTAL INTERVENTIONS: THE POLITICS
OF YOUTH RIGHTS IN NICARAGUA
Richard Maclure — University of Ottawa

In 1998, in accordance with its commitment as a signatory to the UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child, the government of Nicaragua enacted the national Code of Childhood and
Adolescence, thus formally endorsing the ideal of child and youth rights as a focal point of
public policy. Yet in the intervening years, largely as a result of severe fiscal constraints and a
strong ethos of corporatist conservatism, the cause of child and youth rights has remained a
residual public policy issue in Nicaragua. Consequently, efforts to enhance the welfare and
social conditions of vast numbers of impoverished urban youth have been spearheaded mainly by
national NGOs and community groups, often with the support of international aid agencies. In
this paper the author will review a number of NGO-led community initiatives that have aimed at
resolving problems associated with youth alienation and violence in a poor heavily populated
district of Managua. While some modest successes have been achieved, these initiatives have
been relatively isolated endeavours that have had minimal effect on the magnitude and systemic
nature of urban youth alienation. It is becoming evident, therefore, that coalitions of national and
international youth rights organizations, acting in tangent with municipal government authorities,
community associations, and youth groups, are essential if the articles of Nicaragua’s Code of
Childhood and Adolescence are to be translated into effective policies and programs. Yet, as the
paper will conclude, establishing sustainable youth rights coalitions in Nicaragua is a complex
political process fraught with challenges and contradictions.

CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE'S PERSPECTIVES ON CITIZENSHIP AND NATION
BUILDING
Nicola Taylor & Anne Smith — Children’s Issues Centre, University of Otago

This paper reports on the findings of an international study exploring children and young
people’s perspectives on citizenship and nation building in seven countries — America, Australia,
Brazil, New Zealand, Norway, Palestine, and South Africa. The paper primarily focuses on the
New Zealand component of this project and discusses the focus groups held with children aged
8/9 years, and young people aged 14/15 years, in schools. Questionnaires were also completed
by parents and teachers.

The children and young people discussed their perspectives on their rights and
responsibilities in New Zealand now in the context of their home, school and community. They
were also asked to consider how their life could be in an imaginary country, and to explore what
citizenship meant to them. A wide range of provision, protection and participation issues were
raised by the participants. Most conceived of the imaginary country as a more secure, safer,
happier and healthier land, with greater freedoms and respect than they currently enjoy in New
Zealand today. Having a say and being listened to featured strongly in the students’ discussions,
although the adults emphasised this slightly less in their questionnaire responses. Nevertheless
the parents and teachers were strongly supportive of children’s rights in the contexts of home,
school and community, and agreed that action needed to be taken if a child’s rights were not
being respected.
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Some of the key highlights in the data collected with children and young people in the
other six countries will also be presented and discussed. Each country’s social and political
context influenced the nature of their particular findings, adding greatly to the comparative
nature of this research.

REVIEW OF GOVERNMENT OF INDIA’S APPROACH TO PROTECTION OF CHILD
RIGHTS
Murli Desai — Tata Institute of Social Sciences

Although India has spent more resources on children than on any other group, children’s
issues have got aggravated and multiplied and protection of child rights is still a distant reality.
The major reason for this state of affairs is that children’s problems are addressed by a needs-
based child welfare approach. Children’s welfare policies and programmes have made children
more vulnerable by making an elaborate classification of children in terms of their specific needs
or manifestation of problems, and have specialised professionals and voluntary organisations and
different Ministries deal with different types of problems. This process has not only labelled
children, such as disabled child, orphans, neglected child, destitute child, delinquent child, street
child, working child, trafficked child and so on, but also fragmented childhood into several
pieces. Different systems have also often been possessive of the piece that they work with,
insisting on prioritising for them and resisting networking with systems working with other
problems of the same children. This has happened because children have been classified based
on manifestations of the problems.

There is a lack of understanding of the linkage between patriarchy, caste system and
economic development with increasing vulnerability of children in the already adult-centred
society. Data on the causes, magnitude, manifestations, and implications of vulnerability,
neglect, abuse and commercial exploitation of children are inadequate. Census does not deal with
data on children deprived of family life. Research studies are carried out in an ad hoc manner and
are disseminated in long reports, which are not appropriate for users for policy and programme
implementation. Assessment of the magnitude of the problems has been futile as the definitions
and methods of assessment of the problems vary a great deal and findings are universalised
instead of disaggregated by age, sex, caste and regional background. In the absence of an
adequate database, interventions carried out are mostly on hypothetical and symptomatic basis.

The paper discusses the recommendations for a comprehensive Policy for Protection of
Child Rights, based on the principles of child rights, assured by the Indian Constitution and the
UNCRGC, to guide an action plan that addresses the multifaceted issues relating to child
vulnerability, neglect, abuse and exploitation, with a multi-pronged approach.

DOMESTIC CHILD RIGHTS MONITORING: LESSONS FROM CANADA & SOUTH
AFRICA
Tara M. Collins — University of London

States parties to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC)
undertake to submit regular reports to the United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child.
Such reports should detail the results of domestic monitoring of all child rights within and across
the jurisdiction under consideration. How do two Commonwealth countries interpret and respect
the obligation to monitor child rights? Is monitoring only a cursory or ad hoc undertaking with
limited resources or does it reflect significant commitment to illuminate the comprehensive
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reality of child rights? Moreover, do these monitoring efforts reflect and respect child rights?
Due to their various governmental and civil societal efforts, comparative analysis of the
industrialized state of Canada and South Africa, a country in transition, illustrates the actors,
techniques and issues of monitoring. Despite the different contexts, there are useful lessons and
challenges. For instance, familiarity with, or the constitutional position of international law has
significance. Domestic monitors tend to focus on the CRC to the exclusion of other international
instruments or monitoring avenues. The paper concludes that there is broad participation in
monitoring with useful innovations in both case studies. Each country has a unique focus:
Canada tends to develop monitoring processes, and South Africa is committed to institutional
monitoring structures. While the Canadian federal government has supported non-governmental
efforts, there is room to improve its own monitoring activities. Despite resource constraints,
South Africa's establishment and activities of independent monitors reflect the depth of the
country's commitment to child rights. Lack of understanding of, and commitment to monitoring
in both countries pose obstacles including limited resources and capacity. Children engaged in
the research process are largely unfamiliar with child rights as well as monitoring, which
highlights another challenge. The analysis offers valuable insight to further understanding and
the practice of monitoring.

Research for this paper included fieldwork in both countries with interviews of key
representatives of governments and civil society as well as the convening of several focus groups
with children to ascertain their views about monitoring.
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Symposium 6: Newcomer and Refugee Youth Issues

ENFORCING THE RIGHTS OF REFUGEE AND MIGRANT CHILDREN IN GHANA — THE
VIEW OF A SOCIAL WORKER
Love Otuo-Acheumpong — University of Higher Education in Amsterdam

The issue of enforcing the rights of refugee and migrants children in Ghana as enshrined
in the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child has presented a challenge for local agencies
both governmental and non-governmental in Ghana.Social workers are often those who help
refugees with their applications refugee status and thus experience firsthand the issues that the
families, particularly the children, encounter in this regard. Paramount among these are the
question of housing, access to health facilities, education, language, financial support, work and
adjusting culturally. The issue of integration for children of refugees and migrants has
consistently been an issue in Ghana’s reporting obligations to the Committee on the Rights of the
Child.

Despite having been the first country to sign the Convention on the Rights of the Child
for most people in Ghana the issue of child rights is not well known. In a society where cultural
norms and practices dominate the issue of ensuring that children’s welfare and well-being are put
first and their responsibilities outlined to them is still an emerging trend. While most of the
electronic media have programmes targeting awareness creation in this regard for both children
and youth as well as adults, few specifically address child rights.

Having worked extensively with refugee and migrant children and as the host of a local
radio programme which targets children and the youth as well as being a final year Social Work
student and researcher into issues affecting refugee and migrant children, my participation in the
Conference is to share my experiences in this regard and to learn of other countries approaches to
the issues/subject.

“THIS IS MY LIFE”: QUESTIONS OF AGENCY AND BELONGING AMONG YOUTH
LIVING WITH LESS THAN FULL STATUS

Julie Young — Ryerson University

Dr. Judith K. Bernhard — Ryerson University

This paper presents insights from a preliminary study of youth ages 12-18 living with less
than full status in Toronto with their families. The various immigration statuses of the
participants highlighted the multiple ways in which an individual can be living with less than full
status in Canada, in the sense of experiencing limitations to both their access to services and their
agency. The youth lacked a certain degree of awareness of the extent to which their uncertain
status mediates their experiences, which in some cases resulted from their parents protecting
them from knowledge of the family’s situation. Despite the uncertainty of their status, the youth
were able to develop and sustain a network of support persons both within and outside of
Canada. In addition, their participation in the academic and social aspects of school was a
significant element in their lives particularly in terms of feeling a sense of belonging. At the
same time, they were aware that the uncertainty of their status limits their agency.
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NEWCOMER YOUTH: EXPLORING A RIGHTS APPROACH TO CHALLENGES IN
CANADIAN EDUCATION SYSTEMS
Dawn Zinga and Megan Davis — Brock University

This paper will briefly review the current state of Canada’s education system with particular
attention being paid to newcomer youth and issues around ESL support. It will specifically
address policy implications by identifying the need for major changes to Canadian educational
systems, changes to educational training and support, and the need for some federal
guidelines/policy on education. The case will be made for embedding the Convention on the
Rights of the Child into all of the Education Acts throughout Canada.
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Symposium 7: The Participation Rights Of Vulnerable Children and youth

CITIZENS OF CARE: RIGHTS AND VOICE OF CHILDREN IN CANADA’S CARE
SYSTEM

Ms. Judy Finlay, MSW — Office of Child and Family Service Advocacy and The Canadian
Council of Provincial Child and Youth Advocates

Dr. Shannon Moore — Brock University

Conceptually framed by the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child
(CRC), this chapter is focused on the experiences of young people in the care of the State within
Canada. In Canada the State has an inalienable responsibility to protect and provide for children
in institutional care and a rights based approach provides a standardized guideline for that
process. Congruent with the aim of this chapter and the intent of the CRC, a focus group of 11
young people from Youth Piece participated in a semi-structured interview in order to obtain
their views regarding experiences in care. Through the analysis of interview data expert
knowledge from these young people was integrated into this chapter as key themes were
identified. Findings indicate that children and young people are not recognized as citizens with
equal human and civil rights as compared to adults and feel alienated from the systems that are
responsible for their care.

Throughout this paper, the authors emphasize the right for children and young people to
be heard and their ability to influence their social world effectively. Using the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) as a guide for best practice and a care-ecological
model as a conceptual framework for understanding current challenges, the state’s
responsibilities will be highlighted in relation to young people within the Canada’s care system
while future priorities are proposed.

FURTHERING THE DEMOCRATIC CITIZENSHIP OF QUEER YOUTH THROUGH THE
CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD
Valerie D. Lehr — St. Lawrence University

In this paper, I will begin by discussing the extent to which queer youth (by which I mean
gay/lesbian/ bisexual/transgendered and gender non-conforming young people) are a vulnerable
population. In relation to the United States, for example, Human Rights Watch has detailed the
threats to the development of these young people. Protections for them, are not well-developed,
a point that I will make by looking specifically at the United States and Canada. In this paper, I
will suggest that the Convention is an important tool for those interested in both protecting and
fostering the development of these young people, despite the limited success of human rights
agreements for protecting GLBTQ people in general. This is the case because the CRC provides
a framework within which these young people can be seen as active citizens, ones who with
increasing age and maturity should have the power to define their sex/gender choices. This is
particularly important, I will suggest, because changes in the transition from youth to adulthood,
make the realm of sexuality a primary site in which young people could develop resources for
citizenship, including empathy, independence, cooperation, and other virtues generally
associated with democracy. The Convention can be, and has, been employed to combat harms,
such as bullying, that restrict sexual choices by reinforcing hegemonic masculinity, hegemonic
femininity, and the heterosexual imperative. Importantly, however, I suggest that Convention can
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also be used to further young people’s agency. Because of this dual potential, human rights
activists, youth activists and queer activists should work to make sexual agency a right
recognized by national and international bodies and courts. In the United States, this obviously
means working with others to build a coalition able to demand that the Government take the
Convention seriously and ratify it. Thus, I will conclude by exploring the challenges to such
activism.

SEXUAL MINORITY YOUTH’S CIVIC ENGAGEMENT: FIXING THE CITIZENSHIP AND
HUMAN RIGHTS “UNDERLAP”
Steven R. Marks and Stephen T. Russell — University of Arizona

This paper builds from work by Freeman, Russell and others to consider some limits in
the concepts of citizenship and human rights for sexual minority youth, as well as ways to
address and redress those limits. Participation in the community processes that lead to socio-
cultural change is human development. Thus, from the perspective of developmental psychology,
barriers to participation in community processes of community change foreclose human
development. Likewise, from the perspectives of political socialization and civics education that
children and youth are citizens or citizens in training, such barriers limit the development and
intergenerational renewal of citizenship. Taking the human rights view that children and youth as
humans, or as humans in a state of becoming, have human rights to participation in society, such
barriers are violations of human rights. Yet, many North American youth face barriers to full
community participation in community domains such as family, school and faith, and major
human rights documents such as the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child are silent on
entire classes of youth. On the other hand, youth and their adult allies find ways to participate in
community culture changes, i.e. civic engagement and genuine participation that lead to thicker
and more inclusive visions of citizenship and rights.

TO MAKE THE ABUSE OF CHILD AND YOUTH HUMAN RIGHTS VISIBLE AND
UNACCEPTABLE
Amani Hamdan — University of Western Ontario

Saudi Arabia is the largest producing country of oil in the world. Youth in Saudi Arabia
represents 60% of the entire population in the latest statistics in 2004. Yet, there seems to be
little progress in the area of child and youth rights in Saudi Arabia. Although the Arab Council
for Children and Development was established as an organization to operate in all Arab
countries, it seems to focus on Egypt as a main sight for its action.

In this paper I will provide clear objectives and plans for developing a program of action
and progress for child and youth rights in Saudi Arabia. However, because of the complexity of
interlocking systems of religion and cultural traditions I will briefly provide an overview of such
interlocking systems.

There seems to be a negligence among private and government sectors to the struggle of
children in Saudi society. I pinpoint certain areas where the problems originate: 1: non-existence
of an association that is concerned with child and youth rights with more inclusive vision. 2: lack
of services presented to children and youth especially in the poor and marginalized areas. 3:
increasing the dangers that children face with the virtue of social and economic changes and 4:
insufficiency of dealing with child cases to overcome some negative phenomena.
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This paper will tackle three areas of research: (1) Law, policy and institutional practices
supporting active citizenship for under-18s, (2) Theorizing, teaching and implementing child
Rights in public and post-secondary education and (3) Participatory rights of vulnerable
populations.

A key area of interest to educators and policy makers in Saudi Arabia is the childhood
creativity; yet, there is a need to acknowledge that “creative expression depends not on talent
alone, but also on motivation, interest, effort, and opportunity. The creative process, contrary to
popular opinion, is socially supported, culturally influenced, and collaboratively achieved...”
(Jalongo, 2003, p. 218)

INVOLVING CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE IN RESIDENTIAL CARE IN
INSPECTIONS OF THEIR CHILD CARE UNITS IN SCOTLAND
Irene Stevens — Scottish Institute for Residential Child Care

This paper is based on research carried out by the author on behalf of the Scottish
Commission for the Regulation of Care. The SCRC has a responsibility to inspect and register
care homes in Scotland and wished to develop a methodology to involve children and young
people in this process. The paper will describe the development of a toolkit for this activity and
outline what children and young people said about the standards against which care homes were
inspected.

The research involved young people in care from all over Scotland. Young people
welcomed their involvement in the development of the toolkit. Findings from the research
indicate that while young people had a reasonably positive care experience, there were still some
areas of real concern for them, particularly in relation to their feelings of safety.
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Symposium 8: School Conduct and Bullying

BULLYING AND CHILDREN’S RIGHTS: OVERCOMING VICITMIZATION THROUGH A
RIGHTS-BASED ANTI-BULLING PROGRAM
Monique Lacharite and Zopito Marini, Brock University

This paper will focus on how to use legal frameworks, such as the “Children’s Rights” as a tool
for bully prevention. For instance, Covell (2001) states that children’s rights fall into three
categories, including, 1) the rights of provision, which recognizes the right of all children to
basic social and economic needs, such as health care and education, 2) the rights of protection,
which describe the protection from harmful practices such as abuse (e.g., bullying), neglect and
exploitation, and 3) the rights of participation in which children have the right to be heard on all
matters that affect them. We will complement Covell’s work by reviewing the limited
developmental literature related to what children know about rights at different ages (e.g.,
Marrow, 1999; Melton, 1980; Smith, 2002; Sparks, Girling & Smith, 2000).

WHERE IS SOCIAL AGGRESSION IN THE SAFE SCHOOLS ACT?
Aanchal Sharma, Jessie Miller & Tracy Vaillancourt, - McMaster University

A review of the policies advocated by the Ministries of Education, for each Canadian
province, indicates a large discrepancy in the manner in which the Canadian Charter of Rights
and Freedoms and the Human Rights Commission are conceptualized and implemented within
education. Our analysis included a review of Safe Schools Acts, or their equivalent, for each
province in Canada. Each Act is based on mission statements that promote governing school
officials as responsible for overseeing the extension and application of the Canadian Human
Rights Commission. Of specific interest is Article 12, which states that “no one shall be
subjected to attacks on their honor and reputation and those that do have the right to protection of
the law against such attacks”.

Results of our analysis indicate that the safe school policies employed by Ministries of
Education throughout Canada appear to focus primarily on direct forms of aggression, in
particular physical aggression. These policies lack a set of procedures and regulations that deal
with another form of aggression that is pervasively used by Canadian children and adolescents.
Specifically, social aggression, which includes encouraging others to dislike a person,
befriending another as a form of revenge, and telling others to avoid a person, etc. (Vaillancourt,
2005) is never expressly mentioned in any of the policy/position statements. In fact, each
ministry either completely omitted this form of aggression from their codes of conduct or left it
to the discretion of each school board to decide, thereby insinuating physical aggression is the
only important form of aggression to consider. Consequently, school policies fail to protect our
children’s entitlement to Article 12 of the Human Rights Commission. There is certainly a lack
of policies addressing procedures and consequences for violations of honour and reputation,
which commonly take the form of instances of social aggression. This omission persists despite
a plethora of scholarly literature that provides support for serious physiological and
psychological consequences for victims of socially aggressive bullying (Crick et al., 1999;
Vaillancourt, 2005).
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Overall, we found that our schools’ safety policies fail to uphold their mission statements,
which vow to provide our children with the rights they are entitled to under the Canadian Charter
of Rights and Freedoms and the Human Rights Commission.

THE RAMIFICATIONS OF THE UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF
THE CHILD ON THE NECESSITY TO PROTECT CHILDREN FROM BULLYING
THROUGH A MANDATED NATIONAL SAFE SCHOOLS ACT

Steven Huston — Langara College

One third of adolescent homosexual males in Canada have made a serious suicide
attempt, according to Health Canada. There has been increased visibility recently of the
escalating seriousness of bullying in the Canadian school system; one in four students say they
do not feel safe at school: murders and suicides have been linked to peer victimisation of some of
society’s most vulnerable members.

Recent events in Canadian society have highlighted the fact that protection of school
students on the basis of sexual orientation, or perceived orientation, is a growing need. Acts to
protect young people so that they may develop an autonomous identity in a compassionate
society must be legislated at the federal level. This paper will focus on the unique needs of those
persecuted due to issues related to sexual orientation for this sort of legislation, in order to
demonstrate the necessity of a National Safe School’s Act enacted by the federal government.
Following this will be a presentation of evidence showing both the moral and legal responsibility
of the federal government to do so, as per Articles 2, 16 and 19 of the UNCRC, ratified by
Canada in 1991. This convention also recognized that in the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, the United Nations had proclaimed that childhood is entitled to special care and
assistance.

Due to the wide ranging effects bullying has been proven to engender, one could question
whether this is entirely an education issue, or one of child welfare. Due to our ratification of the
UNCRC and the needs shown in this paper, it is imperative that researchers and advocates alike
call upon our elected officials to fulfill a mandate that 195 countries around the world have
ratified.

UNCIVIL SUBJECTS: CITIZENSHIP RIGHTS AND THE PROBLEM OF BULLYING IN
CHILDHOOD AND ADOLESCENCE
Mythili Rajiva — Saint Mary’s University

Recently, there has been an explosion of academic, government and media interest in the
phenomenon of bullying in North American schools. Despite this, social and political theorists
continue to view bullying as a problem for counselors, psychologists, and educators. However, it
is precisely the lack of public status held by non-adults in adult society that creates the conditions
for bullying. Public discourses implicitly construct non-adults as outside the purview of the “civil
body politic’(Canning and Rose, 2001: 429). As such, most explanations of bullying reify
dominant notions of children/youth as apolitical: bullying is a natural phenomenon that
disappears with age; the result of family dysfunction, individual pathology or absentee parenting;
caused by media violence, or gang related violence from “problematic” populations (i.e.
racialized, or classed); the result of ‘spoiling” kids.

This paper analyzes bullying as a struggle for power among the powerless. I use feminist
historical critiques to elucidate the links among citizenship, bullying and non-adult status: the
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conflation of femininity with the domestic; the naturalized authority of the Pater Familias; ideal
citizenship defined through supposedly masculine virtues of rationality, autonomy and moral
(not emotional) judgement; the reduction of women to their biology; and the legal status of
women as male possessions (Canning and Rose, 2001; Bacchi and Beasley, 2002;). These
critiques apply seamlessly to non-adults: they are legal, social “dependents” within the family,
characterized as developmentally incapable of rational thought or moral judgement (children) or
in the grip of intense and uncontrollable biological changes (adolescents) (Kulynych, 2001: 255;
Lesko, 2001). Furthermore, unlike women, non-adults are still denied direct voice, representation
or decision-making power; their private/familial status gives them rights only through a form of
citizenship by proxy (Jones and Wallace: 151-154).

Non-adults are alienated from the narrative of citizenship and, as such, live in a
Hobbesian world where social interaction is determined by who has power within arbitrary social
hierarchies. What, then, are the rules of engagement in an ‘uncivil society’? What discourses and
social practices create the conditions for a “bullying terrain”? Can a socio-political conception of
bullying lead to more productive theorizing and better educational interventions?

CYBER-BULLYING: NAVIGATING THE DILEMMAS OF SAFETY AND EDUCATION IN
CYBER-SPACE
Shaheen Shariff — McGill University

Shariff presents a profile of cyber-bullying and research on its prevalence and consequences on
children’s health, learning and school environment. She discusses

existing and emerging court decisions relating to freedom of expression, student safety, privacy
and protection, with a view to providing parents and schools with policy guidelines as they
navigate the uncharted realm of bullying in cyber-space.
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Symposium 9: Children’s Inclusion in education

HOW IMPOSSIBLE TO IMAGINE OTHERWISE! SECONDARY STUDENTS DISCUSS
SCHOOL RULES
Rebecca Raby — Brock University

School dress and discipline codes are frequently framed as preparing young people to be
self-disciplined workers and citizens in the future. There is little evidence within such rules of
preparation for active, democratic, participatory citizenship, however. Through the examination
of focus group data with young people in the Niagara Region, this paper explores students’
understanding and experience of school rules and their deployment, with a specific focus on their
experiences of their own rights (e.g. to have a say, or to appeal) and whether they see feasibility
in their own participation in constructing school rules. While these young people dispute the
details of more ‘petty’ rules and identify significant inconsistencies and inequalities in the
application of rules, they feel that they have limited rights to appeal and find it difficult to
imagine a setting in which they might participate in forming school rules. Rather, many of these
young people simply resign themselves to the disciplinary injustices that they see. Further,
despite widespread agreement across focus groups in terms of which rules are valuable, for the
most part participants do not trust that their classmates would develop appropriate rules or that
they would be able to agree on appropriate rules. These findings suggest a dearth of rights
education and of practice in participatory citizenship within schools.

SPECIAL EDUCATION RIGHTS:SERVICES FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS IN
ONTARIO SCHOOLS
Sheila Bennett, Don Dworet & Manta Zahos — Brock University

This paper examines the rights of students with exceptionalities in the province of
Ontario to receive services that meet their educational needs. Students across the province, as
across the country, are entitled to a full and appropriate education despite factors that may make
the process of education more complicated or difficult.

Initially, our focus will be centered around Federal and international regulations that have had a
direct impact on the delivery of services for students with exceptionalities. Following this, we
will be focused specifically on legislations within the province of Ontario that are currently in
place to address the needs of these students. The categorical model of identifying students as
exceptional, the Identification placement and review procedures that are in place to make
decisions about services in collaboration with parents, appeals and tribunal as well as issues
related to funding will be discussed.

Finally we will focus on current and controversial issues within the province. These will
include; the delivery of services to students with autism and acquired brain injury, the current
structure of funding and the danger of the shrinking role of the identification, placement and
review procedures.
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CHILDREN’S RIGHT TO EDUCATION: CONTEXTUALIZING ITS EXPRESSION IN
DEVELOPED AND DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

Dawn Zinga and Sherri Young — Brock University

A current challenge facing countries around the globe is to find ways of interpreting and
implementing children’s rights in a way that is culturally relevant and can become embedded
into countries’ policies and practices. This is particularly important in the case of education, as
associated policies are influenced by perceptions of children and their roles within society. The
United Nations’ Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) recognizes children’s right to
education and specifies that education should be free to all children on an equal opportunity
basis. Many of the articles of the CRC apply to education but the Convention does not offer a
proscriptive definition of education. Instead, its articles provide tenants that can be interpreted
according to the context of a given country. The CRC identifies and defines the essence of
children’s educational rights while the expression of those rights or lack thereof are enacted in
the policies and politics of individual countries. This paper will critically examine the factors
that affect the expression of children’s right to education and focus on how these factors act as
obstacles to equity in children’s access to primary education in developed and developing
countries. In particular, governmental policy and sociocultural context, including cultural
traditions and social constructions of “childhood,” will be considered.

YOUTH PARTICIPATION IN PUBLIC EDUCATION
Martha Mackinnon — Justice for Children and Youth

Martha Mackinnon will present a paper on the role of children and youth in the education
system. The paper will consider the voice and participatory rights of young people in two
tribunal decision-making processes: special education (the identification and placement of
students in classroom settings where they should receive appropriate programs and services that
meet their needs) and student discipline (the suspension, expulsion or exclusion of students,
including appeals). The paper will also consider the civic role of young people in policy
development and rule-making decisions in schools, such as the development of dress codes,
codes of conduct, course and curriculum choices, inclusive or restorative models of dispute
resolution.

Education serves many public and personal functions. Education is delivered through a
publicly funded system and, in Canada, is to be available to all young people, including
immigrants, children with disabilities, aboriginals, and other vulnerable minorities such as
students who self-identify or are perceived to be LBGT. The paper will address issues in the
education system for particularly vulnerable populations both from a human rights or legal
perspective and from a practical, participatory, civic perspective.

Education is delivered in a bureaucratic system that may reduce equitable outcomes in
favour of superficially equal treatment, especially in areas such as the nexus of student discipline
and special education. Legal and human rights analysis will be accompanied by practical
suggestions for furthering true equality. The paper will explore improvements consistent with the
CRC.
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Symposium 10: The Rights of Children and Youth Legal Contexts

MAKING IT RIGHT: INCITING A RIGHTS-BASED RESTORATIVE JUSTICE DIALOGUE
IN CANADA
Dr. Shannon Moore — Brock University

Contextualized by principles and provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child
(CRC), this paper discusses policy and practice developments in Canadian related to restorative
justice. The author calls on her research and community-based expertise as a restorative justice
activist in Canada, to explore both promising practice and obstacles to realizing Rights Based
Restorative Justice for young people in conflict with the law. The aim of this paper is to make a
contribution towards more ethical and democratic practice with young people by inciting a
Rights Based Restorative Justice dialogue and providing a model to guide future developments.

Accordingly, principles of restorative justice and children’s rights are theoretically
congruent making their interconnection through praxis with young people sensible and inline
with Canada’s international commitments. Despite the congruence among principles of child
rights and restorative justice, discourse linking these constructs has only recently emerged in
Canada, and integrated practice-based application has not been established. Moreover, Canada
demonstrated international leadership with the early ratification of the CRC yet falls behind other
OECD nations in the implementation of the principles and provisions of the CRC in local
contexts. Likewise, restorative justice is officially endorsed by the federal government as
documented in the new Youth Criminal Justice, yet restorative justice principles continue to be
inconsistently applied through provincial and territorial jurisdictions. Notwithstanding, Canada’s
new Youth Criminal Justice Act has the potential to promote more rights-based practice as it is
the first example of federal legislation that integrates principles of RJ and the CRC.

LAW, PUBLIC ATTITUDES, AND CHILDREN’S RIGHTS TO PROTECTION: WHAT DID
CANADIANS LEARN FROM THE SUPREME COURT’S DECISION ON CORPORAL
PUNISHMENT?

Joan E. Durrant, Nadine Sigvaldason & Lisa Bednar — University of Manitoba

In 2004, the Supreme Court of Canada upheld the Criminal Code defence to corporal
punishment of children, stating that the principle of “the best interests of the child” is not a
principle of fundamental justice, and that the criminal defence is grounded in the actual needs of
children. Rather than striking down the defence, as recommended by the Committee on the
Rights of the Child, the Court limited the interpretation of “reasonable force by way of
correction” to that applied, for example, by parents, with the hand, and to non-disabled children
between the ages of 3 and 12. Therefore, rather than upholding the Convention’s principles, the
Court made explicit the circumstances under which children’s rights to protection may be
violated.

While some argue that the purpose of criminal law is not to educate, it also could be
argued that this is actually its fundamental purpose, as it is the standard against which behaviour
is judged. The Court’s decision tells us that corporal punishment meets the standard of our
nation and has the power to legitimize this practice, while de-legitimizing children’s rights, in the
public mind.
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We attempt to answer the question of how the Court’s decision was interpreted by the
public. Was it understood as restricting the use of corporal punishment or was it understood as
giving a “green light” to this practice? We report the findings of a quantitative analysis of the
first 420 responses to the decision that were posted to the Canada.com website in the days
immediately following the release of the Court’s decision. Each posting was coded according to
the writer’s awareness of and agreement with various aspects of the decision. The findings
demonstrate that the majority of writers understood the ruling as giving parents permission to use
corporal punishment. Few referred to the limitations placed on its use or to the concept of
children’s rights to protection. The findings are discussed in terms of the role of law in
upholding the principles of the Convention and in educating the public about children’s rights.

“WHY ARE WE TOLD TO ACT LIKE ADULTS AND THEN TREATED LIKE
CHILDREN?”: CHILDREN’S PARTICIPATION RIGHTS IN CANADA
Kelly M. Campbell and Linda Rose-Krasnor — Brock University

The right of children to express their views in matters affecting them is not only a
fundamental right under the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (Article 12), but is also
one of the Convention’s “guiding principles” that shape its interpretation and implementation.
Children’s participation rights have been receiving increasing attention in recent years; however,
many of the initiatives in this area have come from community organizations and NGOs. In this
presentation, we will examine actions taken by each level of the Canadian government to
promote children’s participation rights in the 16 years since the signing of the Convention. In
particular, we will provide examples of representative actions taken by the governments to
promote children’s participation rights in three domains: family; educational settings; and civic
activities. Despite the fact that there has been much progress in the promotion of children’s
participation rights, there is still much to be done.

In our analysis of the current situation in Canada, we will discuss various issues that
contribute to the difficulties in implementing children’s participation rights. To fully implement
participation rights, Canada needs to create a culture in which the voice of children and youth is
valued and respected. This cultural shift is in progress in many areas of the country, but tensions
related to conflicting beliefs and values have impeded the progress of this transformation.
Furthermore, even among those who have embraced children’s rights to participation, there is
disagreement and tension about the proper balance between protecting children and allowing
them to have an active role in decision-making in domains that affect them. Establishing an
appropriate balance between these protection and participation rights is a complex and dynamic
task, requiring both developmental knowledge and responsivity to the children’s changing needs
and abilities. Finally, we will discuss a number of practical issues related to the implementation
of children’s participation rights, such as the lack of knowledge among individuals working with
children and the paucity of methods to gather feedback about best practices. We will conclude
with some specific recommendations to increase Canada’s compliance with this important aspect
of the Convention.
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BUILDING A BRIDGE BETWEEN PSYCHOLOGY AND LAW: THE CRIMINAL AND
CIVIL LIABILITY AGE LIMITS AND THE CHILD’S COGNITIVE AND MORAL
DEVELOPMENT

Nuno Ferreira —University of Bremen (ZERP)

Article 3 (1) CRC elects the best interests of the child as one of the main criteria to guide
measures concerning children, namely, those taken by courts of law. Furthermore, Article 40
states that, when accusing a child of infringing penal law (and, mutatis mutandis, civil law), legal
action should be didactic, dignifying and socialising. These protection standards are further
supported by the so-called “Beijing Rules” and “Riyadh Guidelines”.

Despite these broadly recognised rules, the sanctioning and compensatory aims of many
legal systems still widely disregard them and stipulate low ages for standing criminal charges or
no age limit whatsoever for the duty of civil compensation. Therefore, the practice of a
criminally punishable or civilly wrongful act by minors can lead to their condemnation to several
years of imprisonment next to adults or to the payment of high amounts of damages, leading to
their psychological and social inaptness, as well as economic and professional plight.

What justifies that a legislator lowers the criminal or civil liability age or what constitutes
a good argument for children rights activists to claim for the increasing of such age limits are
legal problems that should search for answers in the children’s psychological development.
When do children gain awareness of the consequences of their acts? When do they grasp such
concepts as ‘guilt’, ‘punishment’, and ‘conformity’? Several authors have studied children’s
moral stages and concept of justice, such as Erikson and Kohlberg. More recently, other authors
have questioned the accuracy of these theories and suggested changes thereto. This area of
knowledge can allow us to understand how children’s cognitive and moral development
influences their ability to stand responsible before the law.

This paper attempts at building a bridge between, on one side, the results produced by
psychologists’ research and, on the other, legal concepts such as ‘discernment’ and
‘competence’. Only a trans-disciplinary perspective can aspire to understand and contribute to
improving the legal framework applicable to children, which depends greatly on its criminal and
civil liability age limits. This perspective will enable us to set appropriately these age limits and
better advocate for their improvement.
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Symposium 11: Monitoring and researching The Rights Of Children and Young People

MONITORING AND EVALUATING THE UN CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE
CHILD — AN INFORMATION SYSTEMS PERSPECTIVE FROM GHANA
Bernard Amoh — Ghanaian Embassy

Ghana was the first country to ratify the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. Since
then several interventions have been made to comply with Ghana’s reporting obligations and
monitor the country’s commitments many of which have been incorporated into the Ghana
Growth and Poverty Reduction Strategy, the country’s blue print for poverty reduction. At the
onset the Ghana National Commission on Children (GNCC), the government body charged with
issues pertaining to children’s welfare and well-being in Ghana was charged with this
responsibility. Several inherent limitations in the resource base of the Commission resulted in a
limited ability to effectively undertake its responsibilities. Various donor agencies took it upon
themselves to support the Commission discharge this important obligation including UNICEF
Ghana, Save the Children UK and Plan International Ghana. In 2000 when the Ministry of
Women and Children’s Affairs was established it took over the policy formulation, coordination
and implementation responsibilities of the GNCC. Membership of and participation in several
child rights focused initiatives such as the formation of child rights clubs; preparing and
disseminating awareness promoting communications and compiling a database of all articles,
research materials and publications on Ghanaian children has further enriched Ghana’s
experience in this field.

Having provided information systems support to all the institutions mentioned above my
participation in the Conference is with the view to providing an assessment of the information
needs of the CRC from the perspective of a developing country, in terms of managing and
supporting CRC related projects and programmes as well as their monitoring and evaluation. It is
to also share Ghana’s experiences in this regard with countries at lower levels of reporting and
implementation so that they may avoid some of the errors Ghana encountered. This is done in the
light of promoting the ‘transdisciplinary knowledge exchange’ and “providing opportunities for
further collaboration” objectives of the Conference.

STREGTHENING THE ENFORCMENT OF THE CONVENTIOIN ON THE RIGHTS OF
CHILDREN: THE NEED FOR NEW OPTIONAL PROTOCOL FOR A COMMUNICATIONS
PROCEDURE

Sara L. Austin

The CRC has been in force for over fifteen years, and is the most widely ratified human
rights treaty in history, yet there are significant gaps with regards to mechanisms for enforcing
States Parties’ compliance. To date, there has been very limited analysis of the possibility of a
communications procedure for the CRC. Thus, the presentation will make a significant
contribution to nascent discussions concerning the opportunities and challenges of introducing a
new international communications procedure for children’s rights.

Currently, the primary mechanism for enforcing the CRC is the periodic reporting
process, whereby States Parties monitor and report to the Committee on the Rights of the Child
on a five-year cycle on the status of the CRC’s implementation within their jurisdiction. While
the reporting procedure has many advantages, it lacks the means to ensure that individuals whose
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rights have been violated will receive redress. Indeed, the CRC’s limitations are a stark contrast
to some of the other international human rights instruments that provide frameworks for both
State and individual communications.

While some have argued that the CRC is not justifiable, the development of a
communications procedure for the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child has
made it increasingly difficult to argue that the CRC could not be subjected to a similar
procedure. Thus, the presentation will argue the need for a communications procedure for the
CRC, by examining the opportunities and challenges of pursuing children’s rights through
various existing mechanisms, analysing the arguments in favour and against a communications
procedure for the CRC, and then arguing that children have a right to participate in
communications procedures. The presentation will go on to discuss the scope of a
communications procedure on children’s rights, by arguing that it should have a broad focus that
encompasses the full range of children’s rights. Finally, the presentation will outline some of the
unique components of a communications procedure for the CRC that correspond with a draft
Optional Protocol, and assess the major obstacles to developing and implementing such a
procedure.

THE IMPORTANCE OF A CHILD RIGHTS-BASED APPROACH TO MONITORING
Tara M. Collins — University of London

In accordance with article 44, States parties to the United Nations (UN) Convention on
the Rights of the Child (CRC) regularly report to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child,
which assesses the "factors and difficulties, if any, affecting the degree of fulfillment of the
obligations under the present Convention." Such monitoring offers important insight about the
status and progress in child rights implementation. But how is monitoring carried out?
Monitoring should be a participatory process involving UN actors and "other competent bodies"
as CRC article 45 (a) provides. Then, the monitor may consider various perspectives about the
status of child rights in the jurisdiction to obtain a better picture of the situation. However, not
all actors share a common understanding of the demands of monitoring thereby influencing their
approaches and results. Yet, despite such significance, very few approaches to monitoring are
identified in the literature.

Due to actors' different considerations of child rights in the monitoring process, an
essential distinction is made between two approaches to monitoring, which are defined as
"linear" and "circular". The influence of these approaches upon monitoring is discussed. For
instance, monitoring children does not necessarily mean monitoring their rights. Different
interpretations of child rights influence both the monitoring process and results. The paper
demonstrates monitoring is complex with numerous issues and significant choices to be made
that determine the value of various contributions. Identifying these approaches assists critical
analysis of the results. The paper concludes a child rights-based approach is necessary so that
monitoring not only considers the status of child rights, but also is guided by the obligations.
Accordingly, monitoring can reflect and respect the human rights of children.

The research process included questionnaires and interviews with key international
actors. To elicit their knowledge and views about monitoring, focus groups with children were
also convened in three countries to complement the research.
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CHALLENGES FOR COLLECTING RIGHT BASED DATA: EXPERIENCED GAINED
FROM TWO PERIODIC REPORTS OF BANGLADESH GOVERNMENT TO UNCRC
COMMITTEE

Obaidur Rahman — Save the Children Sweden, Denmark Office in Bangladesh

Monitoring the CRC implementation largely depends on availability of rights based data.
It disaggregates between different groups of children (child headed household, gender, age,
religion, social status, disability, etc) through using both quantitative (number of boys and girls
in different situation) and qualitative (insecurity, vulnerability, social exclusion, ability and
opportunities) child focused indicators which generates from a proper child rights based
situational analysis and poverty assessment. Bangladesh submitted its second periodic report to
the Committee on the Rights of the Child on October 2003, updating the committee on its
improvements regarding child rights in Bangladesh. Simultaneously, civil society organizations
submitted its shadow report and shared their concerns. The committee provided a number of
recommendations based on the periodic report for Bangladesh to implement and report back on
for the third periodic report.

USING ELECTRONIC SURVEYS TO CONSULT CHILDREN
Annabel Goodyer — London South Bank University

Much of the existent research and knowledge base about fostering is informed from adult
perspectives. In my research project, I have aimed to gain the perspectives of children who are
currently fostered, in order to explore appropriate and child-friendly methods for them to
participate in the design, delivery and monitoring of fostering services. The use of an electronic
survey, posted on a website restricted to children looked after by local authorities in England,
will be critically reviewed as an effective tool for use with a vulnerable population. The fuller
project includes further administrations of the electronic survey, semi-qualitative interviews and
focus groups.

The theoretical context of this project relies on understandings informed by the sociology
of childhood, with the lived experience of children being understood and valued as central to
knowledge about childhoods. The preliminary phase of the data collection netted 18 returned
survey forms, a low response rate being consistent with other research and consultation methods
with this research population.

The negative aspects of using an electronic survey included difficulty in encouraging
children to participate or to provide full answers and the need to restrict the questions, due to the
lack of discretionary application. The advantages included children not having to negotiate
relationships with adult researchers, children seemingly enjoying using electronic mediums, data
being already in a transcribed format, and the method proving to be a relatively cheap and easily
administered form of research or consultation.
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Symposium 12: Participation rights: Child Labor and Street Children

VOICES FROM THE STREET: AN ETHNOGRAPHIC STUDY OF CHILDREN WHO LIVE
AND WORK ON THE STREETS OF NEW DELHI, INDIA
Lori McFadyen — McGill University

In a response to the growing presence of children living in urban spaces of India, this
study seeks to understand how street children in New Delhi go about managing their lives. Past
studies about street children have been positioned within a universal construct of childhood,
whereby children are perceived to be vulnerable and innocent, and have focused on shared
similarities rather than cultural differences or distinguishing attributes. The way in which culture,
societal values, family circumstances, lived experiences, and individual contexts affect the
choices street children make is often overlooked. Therefore, this study seeks to understand how
street children in New Delhi contend with the obstacles placed before them, and how they as
social agents, go about making life choices. From the children’s perspective, the study examines
their relationship with various sectors of society — especially the police whom the children
believe to be their greatest enemy -- and offers insight on how the children identify themselves in
relation to the way they are perceived by society. At the same time, this study investigates the
way in which children construct their social organizations, and make important life decisions.

In August of 2001, I began a three-month ethnographic study with two groups of street
children living in different environments in the heart of New Delhi. To accomplish this goal, I
volunteered with the Salaam Baalak Trust, a Non Government Organization (NGO) working
with street children. Each day I visited two contact points within a six-block radius of one
another. One was located at the railway station, while the other was located at a temple.
Questions for discussion were developed through the aid of the respondents, and activities were
chosen by group consensus. By engaging the children as protagonists of the data collection, and
allowing them to guide and teach me about their world, this study offers a better perspective of
what it is like to be a street child in New Delhi, and the importance of recognizing how different
cultures, environments and experiences can distinguish one group from another.

"STREET CHILDREN" AND INSTITUTIONAL LIFE IN BOGOTA, COLOMBIA:
TOWARDS AN ON-THE-GROUND RECOGNITION OF YOUNG PEOPLE AS SUBJECTS
OF PARTICIPATORY RIGHTS

Carolina Pineda—McGill University

This paper is based on a four month period of ethnographic research conducted in
Bogoté, Colombia with the administration, staff, and child internees of a local non-profit and
non-governmental organization called Fundacion Nifios de los Andes (FNA) that caters to a
target population of “street children” through closed-door and long-term institutional care. Much
resembling the rites of passage described by anthropologist Arnold van Geenep, the FNA offers
a variety of programs and services at different stages of a four-phase model of attention geared
towards the restoration of the fundamental rights of children and ultimately, their reinsertion into
mainstream society. Drawing from the work of Michel Foucault, Erving Goffman, and Peter
Corrigan and David Sayer among others, however, this paper argues that increasing
institutionalization experienced by the organization since its origin in 1973 and on-going
regulation by a government body called the Institute of Family Welfare (ICBF) have situated the
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FNA in a position to further a larger project of normalization in support of the status quo by
imposing the ideals and expectations of dominant society upon the children the organization
seeks to benefit. Within this context, children’s experiences and perspectives illuminate the
tensions between the FNA’s officially stated goals and objectives and the children's own reality
as creative agents who respond actively to the challenges posed by both the streets and
institutional life. From these findings, this paper concludes with several recommendations for the
FNA that address the undeniable need children have for social services in Colombia within a
framework that is committed to reconceptualizing and recognizing young people as subjects of
rights (particularly participatory rights) rather than objects of charity and/or state intervention.

CHILD LABOR IN PAKISTAN
Shah Faisal — Social Welfare Organization Marghuz (SWOM)

The problem of child labor has many faces in Pakistan, as in any other developing
country of the world. It can be seen in the faces of children in any workshop, informal set up or
brick factory, doing hazardous work. It can be seen in the faces of children in Pakistan’s rural
areas, suffering permanent physical deformities from making carpets. It can be seen in the faces
of children in clandestine factories, forced to do dangerous work for 12 hours a day. Millions of
children in the age group five to 18 years are working in the country. Most of them work in
varied conditions involved in a wide range of manufacturing processes, which are often
hazardous and difficult to access.

Official figures released by the Federal Bureau of Statistics (FBS) in September 1996 placed the
number of child workers in Pakistan at approximately 3.3 million. Officially children make up
about 7% of the total workforce. However, government statistics omit children who are working
in family and small businesses that are not registered with the government. SWOM believes
these official figures to be unrealistically low. With at least 23 million children of school-going
age not attending school, the actual number of child laborers must be higher than suggested by
official figures. In 2003, UNICEF estimated that eight million children under the age of 14 are
engaged as laborers (in brick kiln factories, the carpet weaving industry, agriculture, small
industries, and domestic services, etc).

The official figures were released more than eight years ago. A new survey to find out the
latest magnitude of this problem in Pakistan is long overdue. Without more recent figures, it is
impossible for the government and other stakeholders working to eliminate child labor to
determine what impact their programs and interventions have had, if any, and to plan future
interventions on a scale appropriate to the number of children affected (for more details see
government initiatives).

A RIGHTS-APPROACH TO A WORKING CHILDREN INTERVENTION IN EGYPT
Lowell Ewert — Conrad Grebel University College

There has been an emerging international movement committed to banning what is
defined to be ‘child labor.” While many of the labor practices being challenged by this movement
are indeed very harmful to children who work, the proposed wide ranging outright ban on child
labor can cause significant harm to other working and non-working children. As a result, an
outright ban on child labor will not achieve its stated objectives of improving the condition of
children, and instead may exacerbate the problem being addressed.
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To most effectively respond to the problems experienced by working children in Upper Egypt, a
CIDA funded project has adopted a ““child rights approach” to development interventions which
is based on the Convention on the Rights of the Child. This project, which began in 2002,
entitled “Promoting and Protecting the Interests of Children Who Work” (PPIC-Work), seeks not
an outright ban on working children, but instead aims to empower children to be able to
influence their work environment so that their health, safety and educational opportunities are
improved. This project is specifically designed to empower working children to more effectively
exercise their democratic rights, have greater opportunity to improve their social and economic
conditions, and become more active citizens as a result.

The purpose of this paper will be to present preliminary findings on how a rights-approach to
development has impacted this child-focused development project in Egypt, present lessons
learned concerning how a rights-approach creates conditions to better improve working
conditions for children, and suggest a way forward to better deal with the very difficult issues
surrounding working children. Included will a perspective provided to the author and to PPIC-
Work staff by working Egyptian children.
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Symposium 13: The Rights of Children and Youth in Families and in Care

THE ETHICS AND HUMAN RIGHTS CONFLICTS OF INTERCOUNTRY ADOPTION
Leslie Tallyn — Wilfrid Laurier University

Intercountry adoption results in serious conflicts between cultural and basic rights as well
as group and individual rights; it strikes at the heart of a series of critical debates within the
rights community. The involuntary and non-consensual removal of children from one society to
another raises ugly historical spectres and the possibility of as insidious modern form of cultural
imperialism. This paper is concerned with addressing these valid concerns by both developing a
hierarchy of rights related to intercountry adoption and addressing the ethical concerns that
naturally arise from the development of such a hierarchy. What follows is a series of discussions
of the most critical rights debates in intercountry adoption and an attempt to address the conflicts
contained therein in an ethical manner, as well as an exploration of intercountry adoption
conflicts in Romania, one of the states most central to the debate.

Intercountry adoption is a difficult enterprise, one that often requires compromises between
ideals and necessity. While the longer-term goal of establishing security and an acceptable
quality of life for all children in their own societies must always be kept in mind, the present
situation in many supply-state childcare institutions demands a more immediate solution with a
strong and universalist human rights perspective. Throughout history, many admirable
individuals have shown willingness to sacrifice their health, safety, and even lives to preserve
those very entities that are most threatened by intercountry adoption: the preservation and
continuation of cultures and ways of life. But the very nature of sacrifice requires individuals to
decide: a sacrifice by nature is a willing loss of something prized. Without the capacity to assess
risk and consider long-term repercussions, infants and children in state institutions cannot choose
to sacrifice their basic rights to subsistence and security for the good of the collective; forcing a
trade of those basic rights for that collective good is something altogether different than a
sacrifice.

THEORIZING CHILDREN IN CARE AS AN OPPRESSED GROUP
Kim Snow — Ryerson University

This paper deals with concepts of oppression as they relate to youth-in-care. Youth in
care learn to speak the language of the system and hence can be termed bilingual in the language
of care. Critical analysis is used to illustrate this concept as a function of oppression. This leads
to youth’s bi-cultural perspective. The consequences of which can be positive or negative. In this
paper, these consequences are explored and discussed in the Canadian children’s rights context.

SHARED PARENTING: A NEEDS- AND RESPONSIBILITY-BASED APPROACH TO
DIVORCE LAW REFORM
Edward Kruk — The University of British Columbia

The purpose of this paper is twofold. First, our aim is to provide a selective overview and
analysis of divorce research during the past five year period, during which important new data on
children, families and divorce have appeared. Much of this data challenges current socio-legal
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policy and “practice wisdom,” and includes: (1) the emergent perspective of adult children of
divorce reflecting upon their experiences and preferences growing up as children of divorce; (2)
studies comparing child and family outcomes in joint and sole custody families, and (3) new data
on the distribution of child care tasks and responsibilities in families. These data support an
approach to post divorce parenting based on children’s needs and parental responsibilities, and
the principle of “the best interests of the child, from the perspective of the child” which, it is
argued, provides a more child-focused standard for child custody determination than current
approaches. Second, building on this research foundation, we propose a new socio-legal policy
framework of post-divorce parenting: a "shared parental responsibility” model, in which
children’score physical, psychological, social and spiritual needs are addressed via parental and
societal responsibilities corresponding to these needs. A new four-staged model of child custody
determination will be articulated and discussed.

SHARED PARENTING: DIVORCE LAW REFORM FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF
CHILDREN AND PARENTS

Dara Taylor — University of Calgary

Heather Clarry, B.A.

Bridgette Alexandra — Malaspina University College

J. Taylor Baird — Markham District High School

Ashley Zboyovsky — Wellington Secondary School

This presentation will examine the views of children on the subject of post-separation
shared parenting, as well as the perspective of non-custodial and custodial parents, and of
parents currently in a shared parenting arrangement. The advantages and shortcomings of shared
parenting, defined as children spending roughly equal amounts of time with each parent after
parental separation, will be discussed, and commonalties in regard to the essential needs and
interests of children, mothers and fathers in the parental separation transition will be identified.
The degree to which alternative custodial arrangements address the core needs of children and
parents will be examined. Each presenter will focus on one key element of a child-centered
model of post-separation parenting that enables children to maintain meaningful relationships
with each of their parents, and the necessary conditions for the success of a shared parenting
arrangement. Dara Taylor will present the perspective of custodial parents, Heather Clarry that
of non-custodial parents, Bridgette Alexandra that of parents in a shared parenting arrangement,
J. Taylor Baird that of children in a sole custody arrangement, and Ashley Zboyovsky that of
children in a shared parenting arrangement.
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Symposium 14: The Rights of The Child: The Importance Of Children’s Views For
Research. Theory and Practice

THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD: THE IMPORTANCE OF CHILDREN'S VIEWS FOR
RESEARCH, THEORY AND PRACTICE
Chair: Michele Peterson-Badali
Discussant: The Honourable Mr. Justice Brian Weagant
Presenters: Michele Peterson-Badali
Martin D. Ruck
Janet Bone
Monique Costa
Stacey Horn

Symposium Overview

Over the past several decades there has been a substantial increase in social and political
commitment to the rights of children as well as an increased tendency to grant to children some
of the rights typically accorded only to adults. Accompanying this increased commitment has
been a noticeable change in orientation from issues dealing with children’s protection or
nurturance rights to those dealing with children’s self-determination or self-expression rights.
The commitment to young people's rights to both nurturance and self-determination is evident
not only in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (United Nations General
Assembly, 1989) but within the legal, medical, and mental health professions, as well as
institutions that serve children and adolescents, such as social service agencies, hospitals, health
clinics, and schools.

Despite the increasing interest and considerable pubic and political concern with
children’s rights, social scientists have only recently begun to investigate the growth and
development of young people’s thinking about their rights, as well as the implications that young
people’s understanding of their rights has for their well-being and participation (Helwig &
Turiel, 2001). The focus of the proposed symposium is on the importance of examining
children’s rights from the perspectives of young people themselves. The first paper presents an
overview of the history, current status, and policy and practice implications of research on
children and adolescents’ thinking about children’s rights issues. The second paper discusses
methodological challenges and opportunities in children’s rights research. The third and fourth
papers present ongoing research examining children’s and adolescents’ thinking about rights
issues in the context of the child welfare system in Ontario. The importance of the dialogue
between research and policy/practice is a theme that runs throughout the symposium.

YOUNG PEOPLE’S PERSPECTIVES ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD: WHAT WE
KNOW AND WHAT WE NEED TO KNOW

Martin Ruck — City University of New York,

Michele Peterson-Badali — University of Toronto &

Stacey Horn — University of Illinois at Chicago

Increased awareness of children’s rights is clearly reflected in the UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child (CRC, United Nations, 1989), which recognizes children as “deserving of
citizenship and fundamental human rights” (Carlson & Earls, 2001, p. 12) and attempts to
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balance children’s rights to nurturance (protection and provision) and self-determination
(participation). However, it has been suggested that any attempt to achieve a balance between
children’s nurturance and self-determination rights must be made on the basis of empirical
evidence of children’s ability to understand such rights at various ages and, equally important,
children’s own views concerning rights (Ruck, 1994). The aim of the proposed paper is to review
the available research examining children’s perspectives and attitudes regarding their rights and
to discuss the implications of this work for research, policy and practice. We describe how two
major developmental perspectives — global stage theories vs. contextual approaches — have
informed much of our current understanding about children’s and adolescents’ attitudes,
knowledge and reasoning regarding rights. The implications of developmental research on
children’s perspectives regarding their rights for future research, as well as for policy and
practice, are also discussed. For example, we consider the importance of examining the child’s
perspective and views in terms of various constructs outlined in the Convention on the Rights of
the Child. In addition, we suggest a need for research examining how children and adolescents
from marginalized, disadvantaged and culturally diverse populations interpret their own rights.
We offer suggestions for future research that addresses children’s views about rights across a
range of social contexts.

STUDYING CHILDREN’S PERSPECTIVES ON SELF-DETERMINATION AND
NURTURANCE RIGHTS: METHODOLOGICAL ISSUES AND CHALLENGES
Michele Peterson-Badali — University of Toronto

Martin Ruck — City University of New York

If children’s rights are to serve their intended function — to protect children from harm
and promote their development and well-being — it is critical to examine how children
understand and think about their rights. To that end, researchers have employed a variety of
approaches to examine the development of children’s understanding and knowledge of rights. In
the proposed paper we review conceptual and methodological issues and challenges related to
assessing young people’s views regarding children’s self-determination and nurturance rights.
We consider (i) the importance of how we conceptualize or define the construct of ‘children’s
rights’ and the distinction between nurturance and self-determination rights, (ii) the types of
questions researchers pose about children’s and adolescents’ attitudes, knowledge and reasoning
regarding children’s rights, and (iii) the methods used to answer these questions. We will
discuss what various methodological approaches tell us about children’s thinking and knowledge
about their rights as well as their strengths and limitations. We conclude by addressing the
implications of developmental research on children’s perspectives regarding their rights for
future research (e.g., how future research in this area would benefit from employing mixed-
methods designs including more qualitatively oriented work).

CHILDREN’S RIGHTS IN VULNERABLE POPULATIONS: CONCEPTIONS AND
ATTITUDES REGARDING CHILDREN’S RIGHTS IN MALTREATED CHILDREN AND
ADOLESCENTS LIVING IN STATE CARE

Janet Bone and Michele Peterson-Badali — University of Toronto,
Martin Ruck — City University of New York



Investment and Citizenship: Towards a Transdisciplinary Dialogue on Child and Youth Rights 65

When compared with typically-developing children, the issue of rights may have more
profound implications for maltreated children, as they frequently reside outside of a traditional
biological family where those we assume will look out for their best interests (e.g., parents) are
unavailable, making these children more vulnerable to further rights violations than other groups.
Further, maltreated children may reside in environments (e.g. group homes) where there is a
greater onus on them to advocate for their own nurturance and self-determination rights.
Therefore, the understanding and ability of maltreated children to exercise their rights is likely
more critical than for other children. In the proposed paper we examine the conceptions and
attitudes about nurturance and self-determination rights in maltreated children and adolescents
who are wards of the state, in order to provide a rich picture of how these children perceive and
understand children’s rights issues. Approximately 100 children and adolescents who have been
in long-term care of the state as a result of neglect and/or abuse participated in semi-structured
interviews. Research questions addressed in the study include examining age differences in
participants’ knowledge, conceptions, and attitudes regarding rights and exploring the unique
contributions of participants’ experiences of maltreatment and living in state care to their
conceptions and perceptions of children’s rights to nurturance and self-determination.

PARTICIPATION RIGHTS FOR CHILDREN IN CARE
Monique Costa — University of Toronto

Children in care are particularly vulnerable to violations of participation rights given that
decisions about their welfare can be made by up to a dozen adults, some who the child may not
even know. The lack of participation opportunities in important life decisions stifles their
readiness for active participation in society once released and, may create generations of
dependent youth. It is well established that being an active participant in one’s life decisions is a
developmentally important task and that the ability to control one’s life is a criterion for mental
health and general health. Therefore, to protect and to promote the development of children in
care, research examining specific opportunities for them to participate in life decisions is critical.

In the proposed paper, we explore participation rights (as outlined by the Convention on
the Rights of the Child) as they relate to child participation in review and planning meetings.
Through interviews and pencil and paper measures with children in care and protection workers
we (1) gain a greater understanding of children’s and workers’ level of knowledge, attitudes and
experiences of participation rights, (ii) uncover factors related to workers’ decision to include
children in participation opportunities and (iii) explore the relationship between children’s and
workers’ attitudes and experiences of participation. In doing this, we will explore how age is
related to children’s knowledge, attitudes and experiences of participation in these meetings as
well as discuss factors related to both workers (e.g. attitudes towards children’s rights) and
policy issues (e.g. the agency’s willingness to promote child participation at a systemic level)
that shape child participation.

We will conclude by discussing the individual and policy implications of the findings and
propose a model for child participation in review and planning meetings that considers both
individual factors of those involved as well as institutional factors, to suggest a means by which
child participation in important life decisions can be effectively and efficiently achieved while
also maintaining the welfare of the child.




Investment and Citizenship: Towards a Transdisciplinary Dialogue on Child and Youth Rights 66

Symposium 15: Children and Youth In Conflict

THE DEVELOPMENT AND IMPLEMENTATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL YOUTH
ACTION NETWORK ON SMALL ARMS
Sarah Eagen — The Coalition for Gun Control

This paper documents the development and implementation of an international youth
action network on small arms and the role that youth play in its development and towards
initiating social change. A dialogue with youth is required for the successful development and
implementation of any youth organization. The International Youth Action Network on Small
Arms (IANSA
Youth) is an example where dialogue determined the form and shape of the organization and will
continue to inform future directions in order to bring about positive change. While many other
organizations have projects aimed at youth, often youth are not involved in the decision-making
process and as a result many of these programs do not “speak” to them.

IANSA Youth emerged in response to the growing need for action by youth for youth
regarding the small arms problem. Research shows that youth, particularly young men, are the
majority of victims of small arms and also the majority of perpetrators of crimes involving small
arms worldwide. At the same time, youth can be a powerful force in creating change. The
mission of JANSA Youth is to mobilize young people worldwide to deal with the problem of
small arms and come up with creative solutions. [ANSA Youth is an organization that allows
youth to be heard, and to act in their own interest by providing them with advocacy skills and
opportunities to express their views.

It is important that youth have a say in the gun issue, as it is an issue that greatly affects
them. Small arms are used to kill and injure young people in countries both in times of armed
conflict, and peace: Guns are used to violate the human rights of youth and children. Small arms
interfere with the provision of basic needs and services to children. Small arms make child
soldiers possible and rob children of community life.

Small arms are used in the creation of a culture of violence and fuel an environment of
hopelessness in which youth fear for their safety.

THE “TRUTH” ABOUT CHILDREN AND YOUTH: CHILD SOLDIERS AND REFIGURING
CITIZENSHIP IN SIERRA LEONE
Augustine Park - York University

The ratification of the Convention on the Rights of the Child over fifteen years ago has
done little to curb the use of children as soldiers; indeed, there are 300,000 children participating
in armed conflicts around the world today. In Sierra Leone’s brutal, decade-long civil war,
children were thought to have perpetrated some of the worst atrocities. Indeed, the
“mercilessness” and “cruelty” of these child soldiers stand in stark contrast to the increasingly
hegemonic version of childhood as a time of play, leisure and innocence. In the aftermath of the
conflict in Sierra Leone, the Truth and Reconciliation Commission found what scholars and
other observers had commented for years: The prevalent participation of children and youth in
conflict was a result of their overwhelming marginalisation from the political and economic life
of society. In response, the Recommendations that emerged from the truth commission, I
contend, begin to refigure citizenship in Sierra Leone to include children and youth as political
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persons and active participants in making Sierra Leone. This paper will compare the rights
vested in the child in the CRC to the citizenship rights in the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission; from this, I will build a case for refiguring our conception of citizenship to include
children and youth. Moreover, I will argue that the TRC signals important — though partial —
moves towards operationalising and expanding participation rights in the CRC, in a post-conflict
context that urgently demands attention to children and youths.

YOUTH AND INSURGENCY IN NEPAL: A RIGHTS BASED APPROACH
Tom O’Neill — Brock University

“What good is an education when we can fight the people’s war”: the dilemma of child and
youth participation in political violence in Nepal.

Recent efforts to declare Nepalese children a “zone of peace” are a forlorn attempt to
protect them from conflict, while they are clearly marked as a zone for struggle by the
Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist). Voluntary and coerced recruitment of child and youth
combatants and the systematic targeting of Nepal’s schools by insurgents exposes a contradiction
between child protection, and their participation in political change. My current research
explores the evolving insurgency as one that is waged, but not directed, by Nepal’s youth. The
construction of young Nepalese as revolutionary subjects as evidenced in Maoist discourses of
sacrifice and martyrdom confronts the modernist assumption of children and youth as
developmental subjects that underpins universal conceptions of children’s rights. At what age,
or at what time in an individual’s growing awareness of themselves as social actors, can we
accept that their voluntary acts of violence in service of political, religious or communal interests
are autonomous and fully informed? As insurgencies led by non-state forces such as that waged
by the Nepal Communist Party become more common in the post-Cold War world, the question
of youth competency in voluntarism will become more pressing.

MAKING SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION 1612 WORK: IMPROVING PROTECTION
FOR THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILDREN THREATENED BY ARMED CONFLICT
Kathy Vandergrift — Children and Armed Conflict Working Group

The report from an NGO-Government Dialogue on Security Council Resolution 1612
focuses on the new tools available to implement recently adopted international norms to improve
protection for the rights of children threatened by armed conflict. The tools include a monitoring
and reporting system on six violations of the rights of children, named in Resolution 1612, in
designated countries, and the use of action plans to stop the use of child soldiers in listed
countries. While implementation is a challenge, Resolution 1612 presents an opportunity to
bridge the gap between international norms and the reality of children’slives in war-affected
countries. The workshop was hosted by the Children and Armed Conflict Working Group, a
coalition of Canadian NGOs that has worked on this issue for almost a decade now. The
Working Group takes a child rights perspective in its advocacy and training initiatives. The
report includes recommendations for the Canadian government and Canadian civil society
groups to help ensure implementation that benefits and includes affected youth.
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Symposium 16: Children and Young People’s Agency In Politics and Policy

THE ROLE OF CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE IN THE SELECTION PROCES FOR
IRELAND’S FIRST OMBUDSMAN FOR CHILDREN
Rory Mc Daid — St. Patrick's College

The right of the child to have their voice heard in matters that affect them is outlined in
Article 12 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. It is one of the
fundamental principles of the Convention. When Ireland ratified the Convention without
reservation on the 21st of September 1992 it made a commitment to promote and protect the
rights of the child outlined in the Convention, including Article 12. Throughout the 1990’s there
was little development in this area. Having examined the first report of Ireland to the Committee
on the Rights of the Child established under the Convention, the Committee expressed concern at
the lack of progress in this area. The Committee was also unhappy that Ireland had not
established an independent monitoring system such as an Ombudsman or Commissioner for
Children. In addressing both of these concerns the Irish government devised a selection process
for the first Ombudsman for Children in Ireland which would position children and young people
at the core of the process.

This paper, written from the perspective of a mentor for the children involved in the
process, traces the selection of the Ombudsman for Children between September and December
2003. It sketches the process from the initial children’s consultation event, through the training
of the children and creation of a person spec to the final interview process. These final
interviews were an amalgam of a Children and Young People Interview Board, a Role-play
group and a Combined Interview Board and were the culmination of a lot of hard work by both
the children and young people and the adults involved in the process. Following the interviews
three names were given to the Minister for State with Special Responsibility for Children, from
which he proposed one name to the government for nomination to the position. In conclusion
the paper highlights some of the most successful aspects of the process and identifies areas
which could have been a little more successful.

RETHINKING CHILDHOOD: THE INCLUSION OF CHILDREN'S VOICE IN NEW
ZEALAND CHILDREN'S POLICY AND PRACTICE
Anne Smith, Nicola J. Taylor - University of Otago

A new orientation towards constructing childhood arising out of children’s rights
discourse, sociology of childhood and sociocultural theory, is developing. Children have
traditionally lacked voice and visibility, but slowly a recognition of children’s role as social
actors who are active co-constructors of meaning and “experts” on childhood is emerging. How
these ideas are beginning to inform policy and practice in government planning for children in
the areas of child poverty, family law, and early childhood education in New Zealand are
discussed in this paper. New Zealand’s plan for children, Agenda for Children; its early
childhood curriculum guidelines Te Whiriki; and its new legislation The Care of Children Act
2004; are all examples of children being respected as competent problem-solvers and partners in
enhancing their own well being and development. Research from the Children’s Issues Centre
has helped inform and influence these new policy initiatives, as has the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child, and the development of theories of childhood. The
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integration of theory, research, policy and practice concerning children in New Zealand will be
discussed in this paper. Our experience has shown that a key strategy is for researchers to be
aware of the policy and practice issues concerning children, to ensure that our research addresses
these issues, and that we disseminate our findings and establish dialogue with policy makers.

SAAYT K’UULUM GOOT; (OF ONE HEART): BRINGING OUR YOUTH TOGETHER
Lorraine Calderwood-Parsons — Child and Youth Office of British Columbia

Saayt K’titilum goot; (Of One Heart): Bringing Our Youth Together, a collaborative
project between the Child and Youth Officer of British Columbia(CYO)and the First Nations
Summit (FNS), is a living example of the principles of the UN Convention on the Rights of the
Child (the Convention): Aboriginal youth leading a process that will result in policy and
program recommendations to the federal, provincial, municipal and Band governments about
Aboriginal youth suicide prevention.

The CYO and the FNS worked with the community and youth to address Aboriginal
youth suicide prevention in isolated Tsmishian, Nisga’a, and Haida communities, as well as in
Prince Rupert, BC.

In Spring 2004, several suicide-related incidents in Prince Rupert and surrounding First
Nations communities prompted the Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal community in Prince Rupert
to work on crisis intervention: providing counseling, extending recreational facility hours and
providing other services for youth at risk.

In 2005, the CYO with the FNS looked at a suicide prevention project for the area that
would include community members in Prince Rupert and eight First Nations coastal
communities. Working with the communities and their youth, a project unfolded that included:
youth focus groups to identify issues and concerns and inform the agenda of an Inter-Nation
forum and policy round table; an Inter-Nation-Forum utilizing an appreciative approach to focus
on the strengths, talents, energy and gifts of youth and the connection to the culture to effect
change, and a policy round table, consisting of Aboriginal youth/community members, regional,
provincial and federal policy decision makers, discussing what had been learned.

Project objectives included: complementing local crisis initiatives; involving key stakeholders
(policy makers, service providers, youth/community members); engaging youth in planning and
policy development; making relevant, realistic recommendations for policy changes; identifying
next steps and seeking commitment.

A Special Report on Saayt K’iitilum goot is to be released, which will include
recommendations encouraging youth participation in policy and program planning, development
and implementation.

CITIZENSHIP AND YOUNG PEOPLE: THE LESSONS LEARNED IN ESTABLISHING
YOUTH COUNCILS IN CANADA
Christopher O'Connor — University of Calgary

In recent years, various communities across Canada have recognized the need to include
young people’s input in community decision-making processes. In part, this has been expedited
by an increasing interest in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. As a
signatory to the UNCRC, Canadian governments and policy makers are obligated to take young
people’s views into consideration when decisions about them are made. To this end, many
communities have created youth councils (or youth advisory councils) as a way of involving
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young people in such decision-making. This paper draws on qualitative interviews conducted
with youth council members and adults familiar with the operation of youth councils. The goal of
this exploratory research study was to better understand how youth councils are set up and
operated (their structure) in Canada. In addition to this, this paper discusses youth council
activities, successes obtained and challenges encountered.

The findings suggest that youth councils are a relatively recent development in Canada.
Many youth councils had only been in operation for a small number of years and were mostly
initiated by adults for youth. Despite being in operation for only a short amount of time, the
successes of these youth councils were many. For example, participants reported youth councils
provided young people with a voice on an array of issues ranging in scope from local (e.g.
recreation programs) to national/international (e.g. racism, homelessness). Participants also
reported a variety of individual benefits (e.g. improved leadership skills) for youth participating
in youth councils. However, the ability of youth to have a voice in decisions that affect them was
hindered by the many challenges that youth councils faced (e.g. lack of adult support and youth
commitment, bureaucracy, funding).

This paper argues that although Canadian governments and policy makers have begun to
take the UNCRC seriously, much still needs to be done if young people are to genuinely
participate in decisions that affect them. In order to further encourage genuine youth
participation, this article provides strategies that youth councils can utilize to help overcome
barriers to participation and thus, better meet Canada’s obligations under the UNCRC.
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Symposium 17: Theorizing About Children and young People’s participatory Rights

THEORIZING THE UN CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD WITHIN
CANADIAN POST SECONDARY EDUCATION
Richard C. Mitchell and Shawna McCusker — Brock University

The co-authors present a policy analysis and overview of findings from a study of
Canadian post-secondary human rights education for educators and child and youth-related
professionals. Drawing upon a number of academic institutions that have adopted the UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) within coursework for undergraduate and/or
graduate students, an exploratory descriptive study was conducted during the summer of 2005.
The researchers utilized grounded theory procedures, and analysis of themes from policy
documents and interviews with a theoretical sample of eight third year university students from
Ontario’s Brock University. In addition, the investigators conducted interviews from across
Canada with five current post-secondary educators who have implemented the CRC within their
pedagogical approach. Although there is variance of opinion among the small sample of
participants, the majority suggest there is limited appreciation or knowledge of the human rights
of children and young people within post-secondary education in Canada. The qualitative
findings are corroborated by numerous non-governmental surveys, UN evaluations known as the
Concluding Observations from the Committee on the Rights of the Child, and the current
legislative review being undertaken by Canada’s Standing Senate Committee on Human Rights.
A number of implications for this ongoing violation of international human rights law as well as
for future research are included in the discussion.

DISCIPLINING THE DISCIPLES: EDUCATION OF RISK SOCIETY JUNIOR AUDITORS
AND THE MISSING CHILD (RIGHTS) IN THREE THEORIES OF FAMILY
Steven R. Marks — University of Arizona

This paper suggests that risk, rather than child rights, is an organizing concept in
adolescent health literature and adolescence textbooks. I suggest that a focus on risk if shifted to
a focus on resilience rather than a focus on rights may have limited potential to improve the lives
of adolescents and the training of those who audit them in the risk society. I suggest that a
regime consequences perspective is useful for looking at adolescence research, and offer some
suggestions for auditor training as well a call for research on the role of auditor hedonics in
resisting the risk society.

In the second part of this paper, I look at a process in this risk outcome. I address the
absence of child, child rights and capabilities in the three primary organizing theories of family
taught to US family studies students. Despite its supposed fall into disrepute functionalism is
alive and perhaps surprisingly nearly as accommodating of child rights as feminism. Symbolic
Interactionism may accommodate rights, and children, but does not sufficiently attend to child
rights. Feminism may address rights, but is not always cognizant of the child. Seldom is any
attempt made to train students in Family Studies in the empirical importance of human rights and
child rights in terms of its successes or its failures for the world’s children. This gap in the mind
and mind set of risk societies’ auditors in training (i.e. counselors, junior researchers, evaluators,
etc.) can be redressed if disciplinary lines are crossed, although rhetorical swords may be crossed
in doing so.
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THE SPIRITUAL RIGHTS OF THE CHILD: A RESEARCH REVIEW
Karen Csoli — Onario Institute for Studies in education/University of Toronto

Article 6(2) of the Convention on the Rights of the Child declares that: “States Parties
shall ensure to the maximum extent possible the survival and development of the child”. The
development of every child includes the intellect, emotions, the physical body and the spirit.
Spiritual development is addressed by name in several sections of the CRC, including spirituality
and the mass media (Article 17) and the rights of the disabled child (Article 23[3]). Further to
that, Article 27(1) states that: “States Parties recognize the right of every child to a standard of
living adequate for the child’s physical, mental, spiritual, moral and social development”. Thus,
the CRC states that it is Canada’s responsibility to foster and develop the spirituality of its
children and youth.

In this paper presentation, I wish to explore how researchers in several fields have
addressed the spiritual development of children and adolescents. Within education, leaders in
understanding spirituality include Tobin Hart and Rachael Kessler.

These researchers have focused on the child’s expression of spirituality and how this can
be fostered within the classroom. Psychology has been dominated by the developmental theories
of Lawrence Kohlberg and James Fowler, but these have been challenged in recent years.
Unfortunately, these theorists have not been gender nor culturally inclusive. Feminist theorists
such as Nel Noddings and Carol Gilligan have provided a new vantage point for the
understanding of spirituality that includes women’s ways of knowing and experiencing. Even
with the work of the above researchers, there is still relatively little research and writing that
explore the spirituality of children and adolescents.

In addition, much of the research does not offer the opportunity to hear the voices of the
children themselves. The methods of research have often been based on traditional ideas of
experimental research and as such, not only have we not heard the voices of children and youth,
but as researchers we have not let these same groups inform us on how we should be conducting
this research. Finally, I will explore the gaps that are still present within this research.

CHILD RIGHTS IN EDUCATIONAL SETTINGS: PHILOSOPHICAL, LEGAL &
POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS
Leanne Johnny — McGill University

The overarching purpose of this presentation is to provide a rationale for implementing
new and innovative opportunities for students to participate in schools. The international
commitment to comply with the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child advances
the imperative of exploring this topic since schools, as an institution of government, have a legal
obligation to respect and uphold the participatory rights of children and youth (Howe & Covell,
2001). The first part of this presentation will present a philosophical justification. For example,
scholars such as Archard (1993), Levinson (1999) and Reich (2002) have developed
sophisticated and compelling philosophical defenses of children's rights in educational contexts.
These justifications for children's rights focus specifically on the role such rights play in
respecting children's emerging capacity for autonomous reflection, and in ensuring that this
capacity is nurtured rather than ignored or stifled in educational institutions. This section is
followed by an exploration of the legal rational for implementing participatory rights. There is
compelling evidence which demonstrates that schools have a legal obligation to uphold the
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principles of the Convention (Johnny, 2005). This claim is rooted in rules governing
international law and also human rights precedents set within the Canadian legal framework. The
third section will explore the possible political outcomes of encouraging youth participation. For
instance, it is shown that where schools, as small models of society, emulate the ideals of
participation, the skills and capacities required for democratic citizenship are more likely to be
fostered.

This presentation will conclude with a brief exploration of the challenges that are faced by
schools in implementing participatory rights. With this in mind, it will provide potential
solutions and recommendations for ensuring that the agency of children is respected and fostered
in educational settings.
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Symposium 18: Children’s Protection & Participation in Domestic Law: Educational
Implications
Chair: Shaheen Shariff, McGill University
Presenters: Shaheen Shariff, McGill University
Leanne Johnny, McGill University
Jessica Morris-Frebourg, McGill University

The purpose of this symposium is to explore domestic laws relating to the protection and
participation of children. The presenters examine crucial social issues, such as abuse and neglect
within the family, and bullying and harassment in schools. Drawing upon provincial legislation
and established legal precedents, this symposium questions not only how the state addresses
these forms of social cruelty but also what implications our laws have for the educational success
of young people.

Shariff and Johnny explore cyber-bullying. This is a covert form of verbal and written
harassment conveyed by adolescents and teens (often classmates), through cell-phones, web-logs
and web-sites, on-line chat rooms and email. Schools often maintain that cyber-bullying falls out
of their realm of responsibility because it takes place outside of school hours. Although few
Charter cases specifically relating to cyber-bullying have been addressed by Canadian courts
since inception of the Charter, this presentation argues that schools have a constitutional
obligation to protect victims and foster school environments (physical and virtual) that are free of
discrimination and harassment from cyber-bullying. The authors argue that the Charter has
already established the necessary standards for improved school policy and practice that would
be constitutional under Section 2(b), Section 7 and Section 15.

Jessica Morris-Frebourg explores how the Child Youth Protection laws in Quebec
concerning domicile placements affect the educational success of children. She questions how
the psychological repercussions of alternative living arrangements (resulting from adoption and
foster care) impact the ability of young people to fully participate and thrive within the school
environment. Moreover, she examines the extent to which Quebec legislation is compatible with
the rights of children as outlined in the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. In exploring
the best interests of children, she argues that young people from abusive home environments
benefit from the permanence and stability of adoptive families rather than foster care and group
homes. She advocates legal measures that provide children with opportunities to participate in
determining their familial status as per article 12 of the UN Convention.
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POSTERS

The Chez Soi / Home Art Exhibit And Community Project: A Participatory Project In A
Vulnerable Community

Athena Madan — Institute of Community and Family Psychiatry

Jaswant Guzder — Montréal Children’s Hospital

Abha Singh & Dipti Gupta — Dawson College

An Annotated Trans-Disciplinary Bibliography Of Dignity: Trans-Disciplinary Findings,
Disciplinary Responses And Implications For A Developmental Theory Of Dignity.
Steven R. Marks — University of Arizona

Picturing Dignity: Some Models Of Dignity As Process And Context In Human Rights Law And

Human Developmental Science
Steven R. Marks — University of Arizona

Holistic Education And The Rights Of The Child
Karen Csoli — Ontario Institute for Studies in Education/University of Toronto

Where Is Social Aggression In The Safe Schools Act?
Aanchal Sharma, Jessie Miller & Tracy Vaillancourt, McMaster University

Child Labour in India
Sangita Gandotra, PRYAS

Participation Tools and Techniques
Lynne Tammi, Tara McCarthy & Regan Tammi, Article 12 in Scotland

(Canadian) Joint Statement On Physical Punishment Of Children And Youth
Joan Durrant & Ron Ensom, Children's Hospital of Eastern Ontario (CHEO)

Children’s Dreams For Their Communities
Cherie Enns, Grace Steyn, University College of the Fraser Valley

Facilitating The Voice Of The Child As An Active Stakeholder In Early Childhood Care And
Education
Karen Mahony & Noirin Hayes, Dublin Institute of Technology

Sub-National Level Child-Budget Monitoring As A Means To Ensure The Fulfilment Of
Children’s Rights: Case-Studies From Vietnam And Andhra Pradesh, India

Paola Pereznieto — Save The Children, UK

K Mayuri

The Ramifications Of The United Nations Convention On The Rights Of The Child On The
Necessity To Protect Children From Bullying Through A Mandated National Safe Schools Act
Steven Huston — Langara College

The Children Of Loxicha: Participation Beyond The CRC Rhetoric?
Anne-Marie Smith - University of Otago
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POSTER ABSTRACTS

THE CHEZ SOI / HOME ART EXHIBIT AND COMMUNITY PROJECT: A
PARTICIPATORY PROJECT IN A VULNERABLE COMMUNITY

Athena Madan — Institute of Community and Family Psychiatry

Jaswant Guzder — Montréal Children’s Hospital

Abha Singh & Dipti Gupta — Dawson College

CHEZ SOI / HOME focused on artwork created by children ages six to 12 years old,
from a district with a long history of being the landing shores for waves of immigrants to
Montréal. The children’s art was created with the collaborative facilitation of professional artists,
transcultural community workers, and mental health practitioners, about moments and memories
of family, school, community, and home. The collection of artworks was then curated and
exhibited for both mainstream response to and community discourse on the collective ideas
surrounding the post-national realities of how we feel we belong.

Conceived in response to the complex reality of citizenship as ever-increasing numbers of
individuals from diverse international backgrounds are present in and populating “ma ville,” the
goal of this project was to help develop a feeling of identity for children who lack the transitional
space to link their overseas past to their North American present. These are children whose
migrant voices are underrepresented in local and national narratives: from war-torn countries like
Bangladesh, Pakistan, and Afghanistan, they are thrown into a system without context to
understand or support their circumstances. Visual and artistic processes facilitated expression of
the children’s preoccupations with how they felt situated on personal, local, and international
levels, and using various media, a variety of relevant themes emerged. This project not only gave
opportunity for the children to share their own personal stories, but also indirectly increased the
public awareness of the challenges they face, drawn together by the contemporary experience of
deplacement, diaspora, and relocation.

We will frame our project presentation in a discussion surrounding how migrant
children’s rights and realities figure within and negotiate the contexts of institutional and
community practise. Using commentary from the children and community we will raise
questions of crossing borders, multicultural citizenship, and collective assumptions in the
negotiation of Otherness that systematically affect inclusion and belonging in a Québec
metropole. We will also examine the larger Canadian contexts of education, arts and community
involvement, wherein policy and practice may reinforce those assumptions. These children’s
voices raise important bedrock issues about equitable collective cultural identity in Canada.

AN ANNOTATED TRANS-DISCIPLINARY BIBLIOGRAPHY OF DIGNITY: TRANS-
DISCIPLINARY FINDINGS, DISCIPLINARY RESPONSES AND IMPLICATIONS FOR A
DEVELOPMENTAL THEORY OF DIGNITY.

Steven R. Marks — University of Arizona

Dignity is a focus in many life and academic domains, among them human rights
(education, water, child rights), bioethics, political and cultural theory, aging, nursing and
palliative care, and as an outcome of education and the human right to education. Dignity like
empowerment and social capital is both an end (dependent variable) and a process (independent
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variable). This annotated trans-disciplinary bibliography of dignity highlights the relative dearth
of empirical work on dignity in disciplines that invoke dignity.

It highlights the various disciplines that draw on dignity as well as some of the many
disciplines drawn to it. Second, multi-disciplinary academic and community interest in the topic
and the length of the document hints at the complexity and ubiquity of dignity, dignity
“performance” and dignity-talk. Third, it spotlights conceptual gaps in each discipline’s literature
on Dignity and related concepts as well as their commonalities. It also offers a source for judging
internal consistency and thoroughness of academic and policy papers and as a check on the
exclusion of important literature that might challenge the external validity of the arguments made
in papers. By working to “capture” dignity across disciplines, it helps readers be aware of over
focus on any one view of dignity. In sum, it is a tool kit to use to construct or deconstruct dignity
in theory and practice. Data emerging via this search and review suggest tentative answers to
several questions:

1) What are the definitions of dignity used by academics and non-academics?

2) What are good qualitative or quantitative measures of dignity?

3) Who uses of dignity and when? (e.g. in human rights, politics, mission statements, protests,
health literature, nurses, etc.)

4) What concepts are synomics of dignity? (e.g. shame, self-esteem)?

5) How is dignity “developmental”? (e.g., If adults use dignity, how does that come to be; if
physical punishment is an ?assault on the dignity? and how is that understood by children and
adolescent?)

6) Is there a physiology of dignity and does this physiology have implications for personal or
population health?

7) How are human rights regimes, based on human dignity, a context of human development?

PICTURING DIGNITY: SOME MODELS OF DIGNITY AS PROCESS AND CONTEXT IN
HUMAN RIGHTS LAW AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENTAL SCIENCE
Steven R. Marks — University of Arizona

Maps of the world have moved from scrolls to globes, to GPS. Biology and chemistry
texts once illustrated with 2-D cells and flat paper "orbital" atoms, now picture probability
clouds and biomolecules in 3-D color and motion. The image or models of theories helps or
limits the next generation of scholars in developing novel concepts. This poster illustrates work
toward integrating "dignity" into an empirical theory and conceptual map that links human rights
and human developmental science.

In this poster, literature on human development and human dignity are translated into
three conceptual images derived from chaos theory, computer graphics, and a merging of mosaic
with pictorial metaphor. This re-visioning respects work by three key developmental theorists:
Bronfenbrenner, Vygotsky and Rogoff. The poster extends their work by including dignity as a
process that operates across developmental contexts and scales. Bronfenbrenner often pointed
out that in practice his theory was used in limited and static ways. Re-imaging and thus
imagining his and related work using the example of Dignity as a human rights-related process
may have implications for developmental theories' use in forwarding human rights as currently
written as well as how they need to be revised in order to better include heretofore marginalized
persons.
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HOLISTIC EDUCATION AND THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD
Karen Csoli— Ontario Institute for Studies in Education/University of Toronto

Article 29 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child conveys the responsibilities of
Canada and other states for the education of children. Briefly, it includes: 29(a) the development
of personality and talents; 29(b) the development of respect for human rights; 29(c) the
development of respect for the child’s cultural identity and language; 29(d) preparation of the
child for responsible life in a free society; and 29(e) the development of respect for the natural
environment. These principles of basic children’s rights are already embraced by many
educators.

Within the field of education, there are groups of teachers and academics that understand
the necessity for the classroom to promote more than the intellectual growth of children. These
professionals follow the principles of holistic education, which is concerned with the growth of
every person’s intellectual, emotional, social, physical, creative and spiritual potential. This
focus may not be the mainstream of curriculum studies, but it has very dedicated adherents,
especially at the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education at the University of Toronto.

Holistic education has its roots in perennial philosophy, but now is informed by feminist
theory, humanistic psychology and ecological studies, as well as others. Some of the leaders of
today are Jack Miller, Parker Palmer, Tobin Hart and Nel Noddings. Montessori and Waldorf
schools are examples of elementary and secondary educational institutions that follow the
holistic model. In addition, holistic educators understand that they cannot teach these principles
unless they have attempted to live those same principles. Holistic educators would agree that
their philosophy of pedagogy fits well with the guidelines of the CRC. In this poster
presentation, I wish to demonstrate how the principles of holistic education are situated within
Article 29 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. Once I have established the connections,

I will outline some of the major classroom educational strategies used by holistic
educators. These strategies are complementary to teaching practices and together create the best
educational practices.

WHERE IS SOCIAL AGGRESSION IN THE SAFE SCHOOLS ACT?
Aanchal Sharma, Jessie Miller, & Tracy Vaillancourt — McMaster University

A review of the policies advocated by the Ministries of Education, for each Canadian
province, indicates a large discrepancy in the manner in which the Canadian Charter of Rights
and Freedoms and the Human Rights Commission are conceptualized and implemented within
education. Our analysis included a review of Safe Schools Acts, or their equivalent, for each
province in Canada. Each Act is based on mission statements that promote governing school
officials as responsible for overseeing the extension and application of the Canadian Human
Rights Commission. Of specific interest is Article 12, which states that “no one shall be
subjected to attacks on their honor and reputation and those that do have the right to protection of
the law against such attacks”.

Results of our analysis indicate that the safe school policies employed by Ministries of
Education throughout Canada appear to focus primarily on direct forms of aggression, in
particular physical aggression. These policies lack a set of procedures and regulations that deal
with another form of aggression that is pervasively used by Canadian children and adolescents.
Specifically, social aggression, which includes encouraging others to dislike a person,
befriending another as a form of revenge, and telling others to avoid a person, etc. (Vaillancourt,
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2005) is never expressly mentioned in any of the policy/position statements. In fact, each
ministry either completely omitted this form of aggression from their codes of conduct or left it
to the discretion of each school board to decide, thereby insinuating physical aggression is the
only important form of aggression to consider. Consequently, school policies fail to protect our
children’s entitlement to Article 12 of the Human Rights Commission. There is certainly a lack
of policies addressing procedures and consequences for violations of honour and reputation,
which commonly take the form of instances of social aggression. This omission persists despite
a plethora of scholarly literature that provides support for serious physiological and
psychological consequences for victims of socially aggressive bullying (Crick et al., 1999;
Vaillancourt, 2005).

Overall, we found that our schools’ safety policies fail to uphold their mission statements,
which vow to provide our children with the rights they are entitled to under the Canadian Charter
of Rights and Freedoms and the Human Rights Commission.

CHILD LABOR IN INDIA
Sangita Gandotra, PRYAS & Brock University

Child labor still today is generally perceived to be the result of economic poverty or any
kind of economic deprivation, which significantly contributes its perpetuation and prevalence.
This would be an extremely simplistic analysis of a very complex issue. Considering the various
forms of social inequality, discrimination and exploitation on the basis of caste, community,
ethnic groups, gender that our country has experienced over the centuries, it is essential to look
the entire issue of child labor from an alternative perspective. Indian society is stratified based on
caste, community, ethnicity, gender and region. The cultural plurality and regionalism divide the
society further. These divisions exhibit various facts, which are detrimental to the society and
also contribute to the violation of child rights.

Article 24 of the Indian Constitution states that no child below the age of fourteen years
shall be employed to work in any factory or mine or engaged in any other hazardous
employment. The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child also states: State parties shall, in
particular, provide for: (a) a minimum age or minimum ages for admission to employment (b)
appropriate regulation of the hours and conditions of employment (c) appropriate penalties or
other sanctions to ensure the effective enforcement of the present Article.” Having ratified the
Convention in 1992, it is obligatory on the part of India to provide these rights to children.

It has been pointed out that the problem of child labor has to be viewed in the context of
economic, social, cultural, political and geographical poverty that exists in our country. The
magnitudes of the poverty cover a wide range of issues. It needs both short term as well as long-
term strategies to address the problems. However, one of the prerequisites to combat child labor
is political will, which India is seriously lacking. It is only the political will, which can bring all
children into the school system.

PARTICIPATION - TOOLS AND TECHNIQUES
Lynne Tammi, Tara McCarthy, Regan Tammi — Article 12, Scotland

Using examples of Article 12 in Scotland's work this poster presentation will look at
participatory structures/frameworks, with particular reference to young person led networks, that
create opportunities for young people to participate in decision making processes at local,
national and international levels.
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(CANADIAN) JOINT STATEMENT ON PHYSICAL PUNISHMENT OF CHILDREN AND
YOUTH

Joan Durrant — University of Manitoba

Ron Ensom — Children’s Hospital of Eastern Ontario; Ensom & Associates

The (Canadian) Joint Statement on Physical Punishment of Children and Youth was
developed by a national coalition of organizations facilitated by the Children’s Hospital of
Eastern Ontario (CHEO). Based on an extensive review of research, the Joint Statement
provides an overview of the developmental outcomes associated with the use of physical
punishment. The evidence is clear and compelling — physical punishment of children and youth
plays no useful role in their upbringing and poses only risks to their development. The
conclusions are equally compelling: (1) parents should be strongly encouraged to develop
alternative and positive approaches to discipline; and (2) Canada must honour its obligation as a
signatory of the UN CRC to provide legal protection of children from assault and withdraw legal
permission for parents, and those acting in the place of parents, to assault children.

CHILDREN’S DREAMS FOR THEIR COMMUNITIES
Cherie Enns, Grace Steyn — University College of the Fraser Valley

The poster discusses the role of children in shaping and planning the communities where
they live. The authors intend to illustrate findings from applied projects in Canada, United States
and more recently research from projects in Africa, Europe and India.

This poster is based on the authors’ extensive research and consulting related to child
friendly cities and/or communities. Children in a range of communities have been given the
opportunity to illustrate their dreams and communities through the use of maps, drawings and
photographs. Children's perspectives on how to make their homes more child-friendly are to be
compared and contrasted.

The authors discuss the concepts of resilient, secure, livable and capable communities
and the approaches or strategies to building places for children. This lens will then be applied to
the communities explored by the children. In addition various techniques used when working
with children will be presented.

The poster concludes with key summary observations with respect to the dreams children
have and their ability to improve places both for themselves and for the broader community.

FACILITATING THE VOICE OF THE CHILD AS AN ACTIVE STAKEHOLDER IN
EARLY CHILDHOOD CARE AND EDUCATION
Karen Mahony and Noéirin Hayes, Dublin Institute of Technology

Ratification of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (1992) and the launch of
the National Children’s Strategy (2000) initiated a new era in Irish Policy which has ripened the
cultural climate for children’s involvement in society. The National Children’s Strategy states
that children and young people should be given “...a voice in matters which affect them and
views will be given due weight in accordance with their age and maturity” (Department of
Health and Children, 2000:30). However, the degree of children’s involvement is ultimately
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determined by the level of influence placed on children’s abilities as well as adults’
responsibilities to identify and facilitate the development of participation skills (Langsted,

1994:28).

Conversely, only a small body of research has been completed which facilitates the
voices of children, particularly as valued stakeholders in determining quality in the provision of
early childhood care and education (Clarke, McQuail & Moss, 2003; Hennessy, 2001; Mooney
& Blackburn, 2003; Stephen, 2003). The inclusion and empowerment of children in defining
and evaluating quality assists in balancing power relations amongst all stakeholders in the
process of defining quality early education whilst also providing a subjective, experienced
outlook of early education settings: “...the actual or true predictor of a program’s effects is the
quality of life experienced by each participating child on a day to day basis” (Katz, 1993:5).

To date the trend has predominantly presented prominence to a narrower range of experts who
control the process of definition and evaluation on the basis of technical expertise, economic,
political and administrative power rather than relative to the size of their stake (Moss, 1994).

In 2004 the Centre for Social and Educational Research, Dublin Institute of Technology
were commissioned to conduct research on quality early childhood care and education. This
paper will describe the study which gained a greater understanding of quality in the Irish context,
in particular accessing children’s perspectives on the meaning of quality within a variety of early
childhood care and education settings. The study was quite distinctive and innovative, whilst
also empowering children as primary stakeholders and valued citizens.

SUB-NATIONAL LEVEL CHILD-BUDGET MONITORING AS A MEANS TO ENSURE
THE FULFILMENT OF CHILDREN’S RIGHTS: CASE-STUDIES FROM VIETNAM AND
ANDHRA PRADESH, INDIA

Paola Pereznieto

K Mayuri

UNICEF’s study on the implementation of the Convention on the Right of the Child
emphasises the importance of inter-agency coordination in ensuring that children’s rights are
met.

Typically multiple government departments are involved in providing services for
children so it is essential to promote synergies among them to promote efficiency and minimize
overlap. Effective government policies to address children’s rights also necessitate coordination
among different tiers of government from national down to community levels. In particular,
children’s rights to healthcare, social protection, adequate living standards and education require
commitment from the State to formulate and ensure the implementation of policies designed to
address the needs of children. However, as reflected in Article 4 of the UNCRC, policy
commitments need to be backed up by sufficient budgetary allocations and effective expenditure
to ensure their implementation.

This paper focuses on the child-sensitive budget monitoring experiences of Young Lives,
an International Study on Childhood Poverty in Andhra Pradesh, India and Vietnam. Our
engagement is premised on the belief 